The Advent of Our Savior

Titus 2:11-14

The arrival (adventus) of God incarnate in the person of Jesus Christ changed everything. We will mark time
from before His coming (B.C.) and after it (A.D. anno Domini) until at least the resurrection to come. This is
the Advent we long for even as we celebrate His first one. This season is lawful and ought to be helpful.

Summary of the Text

The grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men (v. 11). The birth of Jesus was known by the
wise men in the east who came to worship Him, and the news of the slaughter of the innocents by Herod
when Jesus was around two years old would’ve spread throughout the country (Matt. 2:16-18). It seems that
Jesus remained relatively unknown during His adult life until His ministry was announced by John the
Baptizer. He then gained huge notoriety due to His preaching and miracles, attracting crowds numbering in
the thousands. Paul can say at his trial before Porcius Festus the Roman procurator of Judea about 30 years
after Jesus’ resurrection that he speaks with truth and reason “since this thing was not done in a corner” (Acts
26:26). Jesus’ appearing has ethical consequences for everyone, obligating us to deny ungodliness and worldly
lusts and instead live soberly, righteously, and godly here and now (v. 12). We live this way anticipating the
blessed hope and manifestation of the glory of our God and savior Jesus Christ who gave Himself to redeem
us from all lawlessness and cleanse a people zealous for good works (vv. 13-14).

Time & Tide

God exists outside of time, is contingent upon nothing for His existence, and knows everything immediately.
“God don’t never change”, the song goes. We live in time therefore must learn to number our days in order to
gain a heart of wisdom (Ps. 90:12). In the old covenant the calendar was largely determined for us. In addition
to the weekly Sabbath for worship and rest, God established a festal calendar that required heads of
households to show up and celebrate in Jerusalem three times a year: Passover (Pesach), Harvest (Shavuot or
Weeks), and Ingathering (Sukkot or Booths; Ex. 23:14-17). These feasts commemorated the exodus from
Egypt, the giving of the law at Sinai, and God’s providence to Israel in the desert, respectively. The apostle
Paul describes Israel as an heir “under tutors and governors until the time appointed by the father. Even so
we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world” (Gal. 4:2-3). We had to do
observe these things. But the new covenant Church isn’t required to go to Jerusalem and has the freedom to
do what we think is edifying with the calendar, of course observing the Lord’s Day (cf. Heb. 4:9, 10:25; Rev.
1:10). We get to figure it out. Because we are creatures in time, doing nothing isn’t really an option. If you aren’t
celebrating Thanksgiving what likely occupies your mind? Black Friday. The Church has therefore chosen to
structure year around eternal Word, beginning four Sundays before His birth. His birth occurs nine months
after Mary became pregnant on March 25t celebrated as the feast of the annunciation. By the late Middles
Ages the calendar was overcrowded, so the reformers kept the Five Evangelical Feast Days: Christmas, Good
Friday, Easter, Ascension, and Pentecost. Trinity Sunday may be added the first Sunday after Pentecost. Some
people get really excited and start calling this Adventide, Christmastide, Epiphanytide (Jan. 6), Lententide (40
days before Easter), Eastertide, and Pentecostide or Ordinary Time. We can and should evaluate all our
traditions by Scripture, our highest and only infallible Word. Advent and Lent have often been fasting
seasons, whereas the only required fast in the old covenant was one day, Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement.
So prolonged seasons of fasting are out of keeping with the new covenant, the greater feasting time when the
promises of God fulfilled in the gospel age of hope. Fasting occurs in the New Testament on occasions for
repentance and seeking wisdom, but we have a festal calendar.

Zealous for Good Works
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Jesus showed us how to trust God and live as a Spirit-filled human being. It’s not just a matter of keeping our
noses clean, but living soberly, righteously, and godly lives (v. 12). We are redeemed from every lawless deed
(v.14). This refers to our sinful acts that flow from a sinful nature (Eph. 2:1-3). Our sinfulness is not something
we can save ourselves from. This is why the saving had to be done by God Himself and was accomplished by
the person and work of Jesus Christ. The verb “redeem” means to purchase something out of slavery. Our
slavery was the voluntary kind where our will—our deepest desires—was totally captive to sin. For many the
holidays are a Hallmark affair of turning over a new leaf, donating to charities, entering the “giving season” to
feel better about a year and lifetime of self-worship. The real meaning of Christmas is not “Be generous, you
wretch!” It’s “God was generous so you don’t have to be wretched!” Turn to Christ and be redeemed from
your sins including self-justification, self-redemption, all self-focused idolatry. Jesus lived for us because we
could not save ourselves, especially by beating ourselves up to do better. Seek forgiveness early and often,
walk in joy, and look to Christ. This is the kind of zeal for good works He wants. The fleshly kind relies upon
the flesh, traffics in comparisons, and focuses on the self. When we rest in our redemption, zeal for His house
eats us up.

Up with Advent

The two advents are clearly connected in this text. Christ has appeared and taught us how to live now as look
for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and savior Jesus Christ (vv. 11,13). The time
between the first and second coming is for announcing the good news of Christ and glorifying Him in all that
we do until the nations are disciples. Many Christians would read this passage in Titus as a reason for not
celebrating Christmas. How can the presents, lights, food, music, games, and parties and so on glorify God?
God gave the Son, the light of the world, to bring us into His house where we eat and drink at His table, sing
His praises, and build one another up in love. A good Christmas party basically echoes the worship service.
The Puritans are slandered as being against Christmas, but Christmas had become a drunken bacchanal
mess. We're not into really into Lent, but if we were there wouldn’t be a pilgrimage to New Orleans for a
debauched Mardis Gras. So distinguish between the right use of Christmas and the abuse of it. All traditions
get tested by Scripture, and just because something may be lawful, it may not be helpful. If your family can’t
play cards without brawling, then better not to play even though gin rummy is lawful in itself. So you can take
or leave festivities as they are helpful or not, but still recognize that the Church has developed holy-days and
traditions with the intention of honoring Christ. Nearly all our customs have biblical meaning. Garlands began
with Boniface in the early eighth century who cut down the sacred oak of Thor where people were sacrificed.
On the first Sunday in Advent he cut branches off that tree with the Druidical knife and gave them to the
people to remember the cross. When we look at the promises made about the birth of our savior and all the
gospels teach us about it, we really do have a lot to celebrate. Do this for a few years and you end up with a lot
of boxes to get out and adorn your house. Of course the world corrupts Christmas. This is why needed to be
redeemed and they need to see what is looks like to celebrate. When Jesus was constantly attacked for
healing and doing good on the Sabbath, His response was not to stop because they were “ruining” it. They
couldn’t stop Him and couldn’t ruin it for Him or the paralytic who was healed. In His name, don’t let them
stop you. The grace of God that brings salvation has appeared all men, which includes you.
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