The Holy Spirit With Us

John 14:1-24

Jesus ascended to the right hand of the Father to rule over the world that He saved. That reign manifested in
power when He poured out the Holy Spirit on the Church. It’s by the Spirit that we walk in the will of God and
accomplish the work that Christ has given us to do.

Summary of the Text

Jesus wants to calm the hearts of the apostles, so He tells them to believe in Him as they believe in God the
Father (v.1). He goes to prepare a place and will come again, and they know where He is going and the way
there since He has already told them (vv. 2-4; 6:44-46;10:9, 14-15). He is the way, the truth, and the life, the
only way to Father (v. 6). Philip asks to see the Father, and Jesus responds that to have seen Him is to see the
Father; the works He does are proof enough (vv. 7-11). The one who believes in Him will do even greater
works than He does because He goes to the Father (v. 12). Pray in His name, and it will be done that the
Father will be glorified in the Son (vv. 13-14). If they love Him, they are to keep His commandments, and Jesus
will pray to the Father to give another helper who will stay with them forever, the Spirit of truth. The world
cannot receive Him but they will and will be indwelt by Him (vv. 15-17). Jesus is not leaving them orphans (v.
18). Soon the world will not see Him, but because He lives, the apostles will live and see Him (v. 19). In that
day they will know He is in Father, they are in Him, and He is in them (v. 20). The one who loves Him will keep
His commandments, and he will be loved by the Father and the Son who manifests Himself to him (v. 21).
Judas Lebbaeus asks how He'll manifest Himself to them and not the world, and He says those who love Him
will keep His word and He and the Father will make their home in him (vv. 22-23). He who doesn’t love Him
will not keep His words (v. 24).

Good to Go

It’s easy to imagine the feeling of being with Jesus for three years and hearing that He will soon depart. He
explains to the apostles that it’s much better if He goes to the Father. This is why He came: to make a way to
the Father, the only way possible for fallen, unclean, rebellious sinners to be forgiven and accepted by a holy
God (v. 6). We tend to reverse the problem. Instead of rightly asking how a righteous God can accept
unrighteous sinners, we ask how God can be good if He rejects innocent people. The problem is that are no
innocent people (Rom. 3:10ff.). The French philosopher Jean Jaques Rousseau popularized the idea of the
noble savage, that mankind is basically good on his own and only corrupted by society. He never explained
why if people are good they never founded a good society, nor why he, while speaking and writing constantly
about equality, justice, and how to raise children, abandoned all five of his children at birth. Jesus came to
make a way for men to be right with God in heaven who made them, but not in such way that abandons us
down here on earth. Christians today know that the bodily resurrection of Jesus from the dead is an essential
part of the gospel. What we are far less familiar with is what ascension and Pentecost mean following that
resurrection. Jesus explains that to see Him is to see the Father, and when He goes to the Father, we go with
Him: “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the
right hand of God” (Col. 3:1). It was good for us for Christ to hear from the Father, “Sit at My right hand, till |
make Your enemies Your footstool” (Ps. 110:1; Heb. 1:13).

The Spirit of Truth

The Trinity is one God in three persons, three persons in one God. The one and three are equally ultimate.
Like all of God’s transcendent attributes, our finite minds can understand truly according to our capacity, but
not fully because to do that we would need to be God. So we avoid foolish speculation and embrace clear
revelation, what the word of God says about the persons of God. John Owen:
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Everything God does He does as the triune God. Each person of the Trinity is involved in every
action of God. Yet at the same time each person has a special role to fulfill in that work. In this
sense, creation is a special work of the Father, salvation is a special work of the Son, and the
special work of the Holy Spirit is to bring salvation to sinners, enabling them to receive it. The
Father begins, the Son upholds, and the Holy Spirit completes all things. (Romans 11:36;
Colossians 1:17; Hebrews 1:3). Thus the Holy Spirit is active in everything God plans and does.

Jesus says He the only way to Father, and the one who one who empowers us to believe in Jesus is the Holy
Spirit. The Father is the destination, the Son is the road, and the Spirit is the car that takes us there, and don’t
forget all metaphors for the Trinity are only metaphors. In John 14 the chosen apostles are still confused
about the identity of Jesus. Soon they will even argue about who is the greatest among them (Lk. 22:26). After
Pentecost we don’t see this kind of confusion and pettiness. Why? Because the Spirit of truth will be given
and abide with them forever (vv. 16-17). This is not a gift like a graduation card (as nice as those are), an
external gift, but a personal indwelling: “We will come and make Our home with him” (v. 23). It’s popular for
people to say “I’'m spiritual but not religious—religions are all about rules.” Of course, Pharisaical, man-made
rules have no place in the Christian life but see in this passage how Christ connects love and keeping
commandments (vv. 10-12, 15, 21, 23-24). Love is the fulfilling of the law (Rom. 13:8-10). Therefore, those who
are filled with Spirit of God love the word of God, including His commandments. We love the truth because
just as we love those made in the image of God because we love God, so we love the truth because Jesus is
the truth. It’s the work of the Spirit that causes a believer to want to know and grow in the truth. The Holy
Spirit works like a spotlight on the Father and the Son, so it’s easy to forget His activity as we look through the
light but not at it. But He is the reason we can see. He, not it. Truthfulness marks a Christian, a Christian
family, and a Christian culture. You must not lie to yourself, your family, your church, or your neighbor. We
need to recover what the reformation French Protestants had when the proverb “Honest as a Huguenot”
characterized them. The Holy Spirit fills our hearts, minds, and mouths with words that bless and edify, and
He is grieved by words that tear down and destroy (Eph. 4:29-32).

Greater Works

Jesus delivered the great commission to the apostles stating that because all authority in heaven and earth
was given unto Him, they must go and disciple all the nations, baptizing and teaching them everything He
commanded. His final statement reads: “And lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matt.
28:20). In Mark 14 He puts it this way: “l will not leave you orphans; | will come to you” (v. 18). We don’t forget
heaven and the resurrection of the body to come, but neither should we minimize the enormous power that
God has given us. We are not orphans and Jesus Himself says we will do greater works than He did all because
the Holy Spirit is with us: “Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in
our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us (Rom. 5:5). The greater works were manifested in the
apostles’ ministry “in signs and wonders and mighty deeds” (2 Cor. 12:12). Even Peter’s shadow brought
healing (Acts 5:15). These signs confirmed the word, meaning it was the word that God wanted to establish
(Mk.16:20). It has been established and greater works of the word continue today. In 1900, 10 million
Christians lived in Africa. Today there are over 718 million. Jesus led thousands of people in Israel to faith
before He died, but He ascended and poured out the Spirit to fill the world with His mercy and grace. This is
the power of Pentecost that continues today, the power of the Holy Spirit with us.
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