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David sings a nearly identical song in 2 Samuel 22 celebrating God’s deliverance from the hand of Saul and 
all his enemies throughout his life. This psalm of thanksgiving bears the heart of the who man who was 
after God’s own heart. Here we see a blazing faith and renewed mind on display as David reflects on what 
God has done and what He will do.  
 
Summary of the Text 
Psalm 18 is more than twice as long as the longest psalm thus far in the psalter and ten times longer than 
the shortest. In the first part David declares his love for God and gratitude in advance of what He will do 
(vv. 1-3). Next, he describes the Lord’s theophany in a highly poetic description of a storm (vv. 4-19). Third, 
he states God delivered him according to his integrity (vv. 20-24). Fourth, he comments on the way God 
is, on how He deals with men who either submit to or rebel against Him (vv. 25-27). Fifth, David applies 
this to how the Lord will specifically empower him in feats of war—lighting his way, speeding him against 
a troop, vaulting him over a wall—"He is a shield to all who trust in Him” (v. 30; vv. 28-42). Sixth, David 
describes his expectation that God will subdue peoples under him, defeat enemies that rise, and deliver 
him from the violent man so that he will “give thanks to You, O LORD, among the Gentiles, and sing praise 
to Your name” (v. 49; cf. Ps. 57:9; vv. 43-50). This typological conclusion looks to the messiah who will 
bring God’s salvation to the ends of the earth, “to David and his seed forever” (v. 50).   
 
Logic on Fire 
David proclaims his devoted love for God. He is filled with wonder at the goodness, kindness, and mercy 
the Lord has shown him over his life. Sentimentalism appeals to emotions in an imbalanced way, often at 
the expense of truth, and thereby forfeits the satisfaction of godly affection. Rationalism tries to isolate 
reason as the only valid way of knowing, ignoring beauty and passion and thus becoming totally 
unreasonable. If emotions are heat and reason is light, you need them together to have a fire, the way they 
are in Psalm 18. David stands on God the rock, God the foundation, God the covenant-keeping, mercy-
showing, storm-riding Lord whom he loves with all of his heart, soul, mind, and strength. David is a not a 
beret-topped, detached poet. He’s a king and soldier, a shepherd and psalm singer who knows that singing 
is a means of battle: “I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised; so shall I be saved from my 
enemies” (v. 3). God inhabits the praises of His people (Ps. 22:3), and it’s not just a nice thing that He does; 
it’s our deliverance.  
 
God of Thunder  
David relies completely on God to equip him for battle. He is his rock and fortress, his shield and horn of 
salvation, his stronghold (vv. 1-2). He means that God provides his weaponry, really that He is his 
weaponry. God is our nuclear arsenal, our B-21 bombers, our battleships, carriers, matchless Navy, and 
Special Forces. When David cried out, God heard his voice in His temple, even in His ears (v. 6). David 
says the earth shook and trembled because of His anger (v. 7). He came down in what appears to be the 
shekinah glory cloud: smoke, fire, darkness, riding on a cherub (winged bull) with brightness before Him, 
hail, lightning and thunder that scattered the foe (vv. 8-14). David conquered many hostile peoples 
including the Philistines, Moabites, Zobahites, Syrians, the army of Hadadezer, the Ammonite, and 
Amalekites, and gave generously to the Lord who established him to rule justly: “David administered 
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judgment and justice to all his people” (2 Sam. 8:15, 8:1-14). He recognized that these victories came from 
God who acts in history to save the humble and level the proud. Some Christians adopt a false philosophy 
of history that God really isn’t sovereign over and active within it—it’s not really His story—or if He is then 
we can’t know what He thinks or whom He favors. But David knows God delivered, supported, and 
brought him out into a broad place because He delighted in him (vv. 17-19). That is sovereign mercy. Since 
this is true, it would be proud not to recognize and believe It. He is the God of thunder and those with ears 
ought to hear. We should do this with big events like English did when they fended off the Spanish Armada 
that tried to conquer and impose Catholicism on England in 1588. They credited God with protecting them 
and devastating the Spanish fleet in a storm in the North Sea and left half the ships returning to Spain. This 
is how the American founders thanked God for preserving them against the superpower of the English. 
See the God of the storm at work in your life, giving you faith, rescuing you from death, blessing your 
marriage, delivering you from sin in countless ways.   
 
Leaping Over a Wall 
Seeing God work in this way means knowing His power at work in you. What would be sheer presumption 
and perilous pride apart from the Lord, is sober self-understanding with Him. David has kept the Lord front 
and center, his hands clean, his way blameless, and so Yahweh rewarded him according to his 
righteousness (vv. 20-24). His enemies would likely say the same thing, but the difference is that they are 
wrong and probably know it. Regardless, they will not prosper but will reap what they sow (v. 27). In 
contrast to his enemies, David was merciful, blameless, and pure and thus found the Lord merciful, 
blameless, and pure (vv. 25-26). When he considers the way God is, he realizes by Him he can overcome 
an army and leap over a wall (v. 29). God strengthens David’s arms, gives him feet nimble like a deer, sets 
him on high places, and coaches him in war so he bends a bronze bow (vv. 32-34). We should not limit 
these gifts a few individuals. “For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and 
Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked 
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped 
the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting 
deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection” (Heb. 11:32-35). We can do all things through 
God who strengthens us. What do you doubt?  
 
Praise Among the Gentiles 
Paul quotes verse 49 in Roman 15 showing that Jesus came “to confirm the promises made to the father, 
and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written: ‘For this reason I will confess to You 
among the Gentiles, and sing to Your name’” (vv. 8-9). God subdued David’s enemies, and ultimately the 
Son of David’s enemies, so that His salvation would ring throughout the nations. This is not about a special 
king in the old covenant but about the gospel spreading throughout the world.  
 

  


