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Sin begins in the heart where the fool tells himself there is no God. Though he doesn’t confess this 
outwardly, his actions reveal a practical atheism that would devour the people of God. Thankfully, the Lord 
has other plans and teaches us so sing them in grateful praise to our King.  
 
Summary of the Text 
The fool says in his heart that God doesn’t exist, and this results in corruption, abominable deeds, and not 
one who does good (v. 1). God knows all things and looks down to see if any understand or seek Him, but 
they don’t and instead turn elsewhere and become filthy. No, not one of them does good (vv. 2-3). They 
work iniquity without knowledge, devour the Lord’s people like bread, and will not pray (v. 4). Though they 
won’t fear the Lord in honor of Him, they still live in prayerless fear of Him because God is with the 
generation of the righteous (v. 5). Yet they shame the counsel of the poor who finds refuge in Yahweh (v. 
6). David concludes in glorious prayer of hope: O that God would bring the salvation of Israel out of Zion! 
Then Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad (v. 7).  
 
Fools in Heart 
It’s relatively uncommon for someone to deny the existence of God because this means believing that 
everything came from nothing, that order came from chaos, that somehow organic life sprung from non-
living stuff, and all of it by random accident. In this faith the Ford truck doesn’t even assemble itself; all the 
parts accidentally come together while performing no useful function until the final piece happens to fall 
into place. Before the ignition switch is there, it doesn’t drive even a little. The human eye is like this. It 
doesn’t see at all until all the parts are in perfect order, thus providing no advantage to the creature. It’s 
irreducibly complex. The fool denies God in his heart before he finds a way to (blindly) justify it in his head. 
David calls him a fool not to be mean but to describe him accurately. Folly and moral stupidity are driven 
by practical atheism, not just people who deny God verbally, but even professing Christians who live as 
though God doesn’t exist. People don’t necessarily mind being called wicked by biblical standards; indeed, 
some boast of their wickedness. But they don’t like to be told how dumb it is to live this way. “The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction” (Prov. 1:7). Wisdom 
enables one to live in joyful victory in this world, applying knowledge, insight, skill, and discernment to 
relationships, vocation, life decisions and so on. Denying God in your heart results in a corrupt life marked 
by abominable works. Corruption is the idea that something is twisted and perverted to such an extent 
that it ruins or spoils the thing corrupted. When a police department is corrupted, it can’t enforce justice 
but instead does injustice. Habitual liars struggle to even recognize the truth. A corrupt person has moral 
leprosy. Instead of taking responsibility, they blame others. Instead of generosity, they pursue greed. 
Instead of chastity and fidelity, they lust. Instead of turning to God for correction and forgiveness, they 
seek falsehood and flattery. Instead of praying to the Lord and serving His people, they refuse to pray and 
attack the godly. How’s that working out? Not good, but the proud won’t acknowledge that the problem 
originates in their heart.  
 
No, Not One 
The apostle Paul quotes this psalm in his letter to the Romans after describing the sinfulness of the 
Gentiles (chapter 1) and the Jews (chapter 2), driving the point the home in chapter 3: “What then? Are 
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we better than they? Not at all. For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all 
under sin. As it is written: There is none righteous, no, not one…” (Rom. 3:9-10). Just as David contrasts 
the generation of the righteous to those who would eat them for breakfast (vv. 4-5), so Paul acknowledges 
the righteousness of God apart from the law received “through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who 
believe” (Rom. 3:22). The difference between the wicked and the righteous is not whether they are sinners 
by nature: “we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and 
of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others” (Eph. 2:3). Every sinner brought into 
this world has the kind of heart that denies God and is in need of salvation. On our own no one does good, 
no one seeks after God, no, not one (vv. 1-3). Apart from submitting to Him and living for His glory, we of 
necessity will live for our own glory or that of some created thing, and thus even our good deeds done 
apart from love for Him are like filthy rags (Is. 64:6). This is why He rejects the generous sacrifice of the 
wicked, but delights in the smallest prayer of the upright (Prov. 15:8). God doesn’t look down and weigh 
our good deeds next to our sins. He knows that if we do our good deeds to achieve salvation, we are 
worshiping something that isn’t Him. Apart from Him, we have no good deeds. Jesus says no one can come 
to Him unless the Father draws him (Jn. 6:44). Left to ourselves we wouldn’t come.  
 
Salvation Comes 
David finishes this bluntly tragic and true state of things in Israel by calling on God to bring salvation (v. 7). 
This is the way God does it. He lets things get really bad so that it looks like all hope is lost and then 
intervenes in utterly surprising and glorious ways. This way there’s no confusing who gets credit. David 
knew this as the shepherd boy who fought and defeated the nine-foot giant Goliath. This is exactly how 
the gospel happened. Jesus’ ministry ends in total catastrophe. The Sanhedrin nabs Him at night to keep 
any crowds from interfering. The disciples scatter. Peter the rock denies Him three times. He is beaten to 
a bloody pulp. The contradictions among false witnesses at the Sanhedrin’s trial doesn’t matter. Pilate 
knows He is innocent but is steamrolled by the mob demanding His crucifixion. And Jesus chooses not to 
call on legions of angels to prevent His execution. Even after the resurrection the disciples are slow to 
believe and slower to understand what it means. But eventually they start to get it—that their witnessing 
will take the gospel from Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria and to the ends of the earth. Unbelief looks at the 
monster on the horizon—Arianism, Pelagianism, Communism, secularism, statism—and thinks “I just 
want to get out of here because God could never overcome this.” And then He does. G.K. Chesterton said, 
“The one perfectly divine thing, the one glimpse of God's paradise given on earth, is to fight a losing battle 
- and not lose it.” Take these away: salvation came out of Zion when Jesus rose from the dead. Victory is 
yours in Him, and so rejoice along with all Israel, believing that Christ died for the world. Second, He did 
this for you when you were still His enemy, as dead in sin as the deadest atheist. And last, the gospel deals 
with things as they are, so don’t deny what’s happening and don’t be overcome by it. Instead walk by faith.  
  

 

  


