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Jesus goes up on the mountain to tell the multitudes the good news. He begins by blessing those who trust 
Him with the kingdom, comfort, an inherited earth, satisfaction of righteousness, mercy, the sight of God, 
being called the sons of God, and a great reward in heaven for enduring persecution (5:3-12). He tells His 
people how be a salty influence and a shining light, how to be free from consuming anger, murder in the 
heart, adulterating lust, and how to speak the truth and overcome evil with good. He concludes now with 
a sober warning to be sure not just to listen to His words but to put them into practice. This is not just 
about individuals, but churches, schools, and nations that stand or fall depending on what they’re built on.  
 
Two Roads 
“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are 
many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are 
few who find it” (vv. 13-14). G. K. Chesterton once said that Satan fell by the force of gravity. Finding the 
way of destruction is like hitting the ground with your hat. You can sin six ways from Sunday, but standing 
for the truth and repenting of your sins is a single track of humility and courage. Jesus is unique among all 
founders of world religions. He alone claimed to be God, and He alone claimed to be the only way to the 
Father: “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me” (Jn. 14:6). 
The apostles preached the same message: “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). The people listening to Jesus 
followed Him to the hills of Galilee. There was no money, fame, flattery, coolness or self-importance to be 
motivated by, just Jesus. Jesus is the only the sinless one who can pay for your sins. He is the gospel, the 
good news that you cannot save yourself but may be forgiven for trying. Relatively few Jews in His lifetime 
believed in Jesus, even though He knew many Gentiles would soon come to faith (cf. 8:11-12). It has been 
nearly 2000 years since Jesus died and rose again, and billions of people have trusted in Him. Being a 
Christian disciple requires discipline, but no one ever regretted taking this road.  
 
Two Trees 
It’s impossible to know with absolute certainty where someone is at spiritually, but Jesus still tells us to 
beware of false prophets—to make judgements by the fruits of their life. They dress up like sheep and 
appear soft, docile, and innocent, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves: “You will know them by their 
fruits” (v. 16). God’s people have the ability to know the difference between good and bad fruit, which 
Jesus says tells you about the nature of the tree (vv. 17-20). The problem of false prophets isn’t new: “But 
the prophet who presumes to speak a word in My name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or 
who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die” (Deut. 18:20). If someone speaks in the name 
of other gods or if what he says will come to pass if fact doesn’t, he is a false prophet. It’s a big deal to speak 
in the name of God, one that invites His judgment (cf. Jms. 3:1). Jesus prepares His people to reject the 
false prophets who will rise before the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. (cf. Matt. 24:5, 11, 34), but these 
things apply now as well. We’re commanded to know our teachers by their fruits and judge accordingly (v. 
20). The fruits of the Spirit are not wealth, prestige, or a really good speaking voice, but love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Gal. 5:22). Scripture requires a 
minister to be blameless, a one-woman-man, temperate, sober-minded, hospitable, able to teach, not 
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given to wine, not violent, not greedy, gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous, with believing children, not 
a novice, and to have a good reputation with outsiders (1 Tim. 3:1-7).  
 
Two Disciples 
Some false prophets are inwardly ravenous wolves who will be surprised that Jesus exists when they meet 
Him face to face. But others will call on Him boldly to cite all the flashy things they did in His name: “Many 
will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your 
name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart 
from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” (vv. 22-23). The Bible demonstrates that false teachers and 
prophets can do some impressive things. Pharaoh’s magicians in Egypt turned water into blood after 
Moses did, and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened as a result (Ex. 7:22). False teachers will usually come with 
some sort of faux-authenticating sign: “The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, 
with all power, signs, and lying wonders” (2 Thess. 2:9; cf. Deut. 13). The life of the true Christian is rich, 
fulfilling, rewarding, assuring, challenging, engaging, and not flashy at all. When the apostles told Jesus to 
increase their faith, He told them to think of themselves as servants: “So likewise you, when you have done 
all those things which you are commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was 
our duty to do’” (Lk. 17:11). Wolves will eventually bare their teeth, but there are also counterfeit “believers” 
who love to be called Christian and do things in the name of Christ. They often undermine the faith of true 
believers and accuse them of not being real Christians.  
 
Hearing & Doing 
The contrast of paths, trees, and disciples is between those who merely hear and those who act. The one 
who hears and does what Jesus says is a wise man who builds his house on the rock which can withstand 
the floods that will come (vv. 24-25). But the one who hears and does not put Christ’s words into practice 
is fool who builds a house on the sand that catastrophically collapses when the storm comes (vv. 26-27). 
In both cases houses get built and storms come. The difference is what lies beneath. Why do some people 
turn against God when hard times come while other people draw even nearer to Him? Why do some 
churches thrive under duress and persecution while others wither and go soft on truth and love? Jesus is 
like Ezekiel who told Israel to reject false prophets and prepare for the coming storms (Ez. 13:13-14). What 
are you building on? Are you consumed with finish work and minute details while ignoring water in the 
crawl space? This is not about being a perfect builder. Those who build their life on Jesus do so on His 
mercy and forgiveness. It’s grace all the way down. But those trust in themselves have works-righteousness 
foundation of sand. Obedience is not about using holy words and being outwardly religious all the time, 
but trusting in Jesus, resting and risking everything on Him. He is our rock.   

 


