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Jesus talks about money a lot. Out of His 40 parables and stories, 11 address money and stewardship. He 
does not mind His people from having money, but He forbids money having His people. We need to be wise 
and faithful because mammon is a subtle idol; if you are not careful, you will be a rich fool (cf. Lk. 12:13-21). 
This is because unlike anger, covetousness usually looks like virtue—diligence, stewardship, prudence. Jesus 
would not have you divest, but rather invest. In Him we have lasting treasure.   
 
Two Locations 
There are two places you can lay up treasure. On earth moth and rust destroy and thieves break in and steal 
(v. 19). In heaven none of these things happen; all the criminals have repented and grown up, and the 
creation is not in bondage to decay (v. 20). You want your stuff in heaven. Like the rewards in the previous 
section (vv. 1-18), the contrast here is not between if you lay up treasure or not, but rather where you lay it 
up. You will seek rewards and you are going to lay up treasure. Jesus is your financial advisor telling you to 
put it in a safe place. In the world He made (including heaven and the earth), the place you put your treasure 
is the same place you will find your heart (v. 21). The verb and noun come from same stem: “Do not treasure 
your treasures (thesaurous) upon the earth.” The heart in Hebraic thought the hearts drives intention, 
priority, outlook and vision: “Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks” (Matt. 12:34); “Keep your 
heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life” (Prov. 4:23). If you find purpose and fulfillment 
in earthly stuff—smart gadgets, net worth, real estate, investments, businesses, hobbies and adventures—
without purpose and alignment in and for God’s kingdom, you are storing stuff in a rotting bank. Or to as 
Jesus says shorting, you are building a house on a foundation of sand (cf. Matt. 7:26). Our names and 
everything we do will be completely forgotten in 200 years, probably a lot sooner. None of it will matter or 
do anything apart from God blessing and using it in His kingdom, and with His blessing not even a cup of 
cold water is given in vain (Matt. 10:42). Jesus describes the great gift of entropy to fallen sinners. Build the 
grandest and most beautiful home and you will have the most extensive and extravagant repair and 
maintenance costs. In western Washington we have more mold than moths, and the word for “rust” includes 
the kind of decay that rodents bring. Keep them out, and then work on your security system. Egyptian 
Pharaohs filled their tombs with treasures (and people) they hoped to take to the next world, which then 
got pilfered by grave robbers or taken for museums. People save and invest their whole lives and then die 
without enjoying and employing it the way God intends. Rather than condemn material things, require us to 
toss our stuff and take vows of poverty, Jesus commands us to lay it up in heaven. Apparently there’s 
somewhere to put it up there.  
 
Two Visions  
How do we do this? We know how to deposit in bank accounts and buy stuff on earth, but how do you lay 
up treasure in heaven? Jesus is not changing the subject: “The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your 
eye is good, your whole body will be full of light” (v. 22). The idiomatic expression of a good or evil eye meant 
someone was either generous or stingy: “He who has a generous (“good”) eye will be blessed, for he gives of 
his bread to the poor” (Prov. 22:9); “Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with my own things? Or is your 
eye evil because I am good?” (Matt. 22:15; cf. Deut. 15:9). The good eye lights up your whole body with light. 
Conversely, the evil eye fills your body with darkness, and how great is that darkness (v. 23)! The eye 
dominates. You can’t see anything without using your eyeballs. You either look for and make opportunities 
to invest your time, talent, and treasure for God and His glory, or you look for the main chance for yourself. 
It’s a binary choice that fills your life with light or darkness. Notice that in order to have a good eye you have 
to have something to give. It’s not about having more or less, but rather what you do with what you have. 
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Riches are some form of money, simple purchasing power. Wealth on the other hand is the ability to make 
money. Lottery winners are rich, and by the end of the year they won most have nothing left because they 
don’t know how to generate wealth. Good vision, the biblical eye, want to give generously and consistently. 
There are some people in Scripture with riches and evil eyes, like the rich young ruler and Zacchaeus, who 
needed to dump their ill-gotten gains (Matt. 19:16-22; Lk. 19:1-10). And there are others who serve the Lord 
generously with their considerable wealth (cf. Acts 16:14-15). God calls His people to simple tithes and 
offerings. This trains us to see all of our income as given and entrusted to us by God, and to imitate His 
generosity—to see like He does. What we tend to do is to see how much better off people around us, 
regardless of how well off we are. The average American living under the poverty line has an air-conditioned 
house or apartment, a car, cable or satellite TV (about half have computers and wide screen TVs), and more 
living space in their home than the average non-poor person in western Europe. A less-than-average well-
off American has better transportation, more climate control, and far greater access to art and 
entertainment than the richest people in the world just a couple generations ago. We have more stuff and 
more ways to give than any generation in the history of the world. The problem is not what we have or don’t 
have; Jesus says our eyes are evil. But if we have sound eyes, we see ways to give at home, church, work, in 
the neighborhood, to friends, and in the communities we live. Everything we give for God and His purposes 
on earth, He receives personally and lays up in heaven: “Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to 
one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me” (Matt. 25:40).  
 
Two Masters 
Jesus says you can only “be a servant” to one master. If you owe all of your labor to one master, anything 
you take from him and give to another is a breach of contract. You can’t love your wife mostly but reserve 
some romantic affection for another. You can’t serve in the American military but pass an occasional piece 
of classified intelligence to a foreign government. God doesn’t accept most sacrifices being given to Him 
while tolerating some smaller ones to Baal. It’s not 90% loyalty to Jesus and 10% to Mammon. This is a real 
rivalry that we need to pay attention especially when we are getting ripped off (cf. Lk 12:13-15). We recognize 
treachery when our politicians do it, getting paid absurd amounts of money for selling favors while they’re in 
power, but we have a harder time seeing it in ourselves. The husband who can’t come home from work; the 
wife who has to keep up with the Jones’ by spending money she shouldn’t; the kid who can’t stand to loan 
his toys to his sibling because “They’ll mess it up!” Jesus personifies riches in verse 24 calling it Mammon. 
No one listening to Him ever prayed to or thanked or bowed down to a pile of cash, but we make this idol 
real. Do you think about money often? If you were to sustain a huge financial loss (e.g. market crash, 
earthquake that snaps the house in half, expensive disease), could you say with Job, “The Lord gives, the 
Lord takes away, blessed be the name of the Lord”? Are you able to stop working and rest on the Lord’s Day? 
Is it easy to give, or does it really hurt? Are you content with what you have? John Rockefeller, worth $400 
billion in today’s dollars, was once asked how much money is enough. He replied, “Just a little more.” 
Mammon never gives rest. Because we are bent, it can feel like Jesus is taking something away when once 
again He is giving. He shows us how to give and get and give again because God loves a cheerful giver (2 Cor. 
9:6-7). The only things we lose when we obey are rotting treasure, dark eyes, and slavery to stuff that ought 
to serve us while we serve Him. God is the treasure, and once you have Him you’re not enchanted by shiny 
things, which means He is happy to trust you with them and a lot more (cf. Lk. 16:11).  

 


