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On January 22nd, 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court legalized abortion-on-demand in all 50 states. Eleven years 
later in 1984, President Reagan designated January 22nd as National Sanctity of Human Life Day, and every 
year on this Sunday millions of Christians recognize this atrocity. Abortion has claimed over 60 million 
lives in the U.S. and will continue to be the most contentious issue until either it is outlawed or our country 
comes apart. We must think and act like Christians, interceding for the helpless, doing justice, loving 
mercy, and walking humbly with our God.  
 
Overview of the Text 
This passage comes after the flood, the judgement wrought by God because He “saw that the wickedness 
of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” 
(Gen. 6:6). The rainbow signaled His gracious covenant with Noah, that never again would He destroy all 
flesh (Gen. 7:15-17). One way to prevent the world from filling again with violence is the lex talionis, the law 
that ensures and restricts punishment to fit the crime, thus curbing personal, escalating vengeance (cf. 
Gen. 4:24). We know it as “an eye for an eye” which comes from Exodus 21:24, but the first judicial sanction 
of murder by capital punishment occurs in this passage. God will require a reckoning from the hand of 
every man and every beast that sheds the blood of man, and He includes “from the hand of every man’s 
brother” (v. 5). The is not family, clan, or tribal law, but God’s law. Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man his 
blood will be shed, and the reason given is that God made man in His image (v. 6). Similar to how He 
blessed Adam, God commands Noah and his sons to be fruitful and multiply (v. 7). His blessing is upon 
them, and even after the fall and the flood, He wants the earth filled with God-honoring, life-protecting 
people.  
 
The Dignity of Human Life 
The requirement for capital punishment comes in the same passage that condemns murder. In Exodus 21, 
the eye for eye penalty is given in the context of harm done to a pregnant woman’s child: if “she gives birth 
prematurely, yet no harm follows, he shall be punished accordingly…. But if any harm follows, then you 
shall give life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for 
wound, stripe for stripe” (vv. 22-25). Before ultrasound technology, God knew that a heart beats at five to 
six weeks, and He legislated through Moses the protection of the unborn. The unborn bear the image of 
God, and therefore must be protected. Many of God’s laws are prohibitions: “Thou shall not steal.” We 
learn from this that people have the right to private property. The right to life means that no one has the 
right to take the innocent life of someone who bears God’s image. In Genesis 9 and throughout Scripture 
we learn that someone who takes innocent life has forfeited his own. Paul describes even the pagan civil 
magistrate as God’s minister for good who does not bear the sword in vain (Rom. 13:4), and he recognized 
the justice of his own execution had he been truly guilty (Acts 25:11). We need to think scripturally about 
life because abortion is treated by many Christians as lesser-murder. Would we tolerate the concentration 
camp of Buchenwald in our midst? Then why the abortuaries? Would we avoid the issue in polite 
conversation if someone supported the camps because we don’t want to get into politics? The phrase 
“sanctity of human life” is misleading. Paul says the children of one believing Christian are holy, but 
otherwise they are unclean (1 Cor. 7:14). This is a covenantal category that does not affect the civil rights 
of the baby—the dignity of human life. But human life in itself is not sacred or holy. Every judicially 
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innocent life is to be protected, which means abortion must be outlawed as murder with the full force of 
the law. We don’t say this to go legally after women who have had abortions or the men who have 
pressured them. Like every descendant of Adam, these people need to hear and receive the good news of 
Jesus’ death for sin, including the sin of abortion.  
 
A Divided House 
There are fewer and fewer people who are not aware that the life being killed in the mother’s womb is a 
baby, a fetus, the Latin word for “baby.” The baby is inside the mother’s body, but with his or her own blood 
type, DNA, organs (complete set at 12 weeks), etc., he is not her body. All he needs is time, protection, and 
nutrients to become fully mature. After passing through the birth canal the child is no less dependent on 
the mother than before, which is why infanticide is now being discussed—what to do with a baby who 
survives an abortion. If this is acceptable, why not weigh the life of the child until one or two years old? 
Voltaire once said that he didn’t want his servant to overhear his dinner conversation with its atheism and 
moral cynicism because the servant may became an atheist and may 
 rob him. Think of mildly prolife Republican politicians as Voltaire. They want the moral and financial 
support of being prolife, without ever intending to end abortion, which would make trysts with their 
mistresses less convenient. But the servants are all hearing the dinner conversations and taking them to 
their logical conclusions—“shout your abortion.” Jesus says, “Every kingdom divided against itself is 
brought to desolation, and every city or house divided against itself will not stand” (Matt. 12:25). He applies 
this to His kingdom, but it’s true for all states. In Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court rammed abortion down 
the throats of all 50 states, saying that we cannot be a country divided on this issue. It is entirely possible 
the current Supreme Court will overrule Roe v. Wade and return the power back to the states. This is one 
of the reasons Democrats would like to pack the court to prevent this from happening. But if it happens, 
it’s likely that over 20 states will de jure join Missouri, which just became the first state without an active 
abortion clinic. This may be the beginning of the undoing of our country, or another significant step in that 
direction. This should not hinder our prayers, but cause to count the cost and prepare. 
 
Hope in God 
Our hope is not in laws or courts, as important as those are. It would not gain us to get all the laws right, 
and lose our own souls. Of course, it’s a false dichotomy to say you have to choose between laws and 
hearts, but it’s not a false priority. Only the good news of Jesus Christ—His righteous life, death for our sin, 
resurrection for our life, ascension to rule and send His kingdom from heaven to earth—can transform 
hearts, lives, families, states, and nations in a meaningful way. So believe the gospel and cry out for His 
mercy on our blood-soaked country. All politics is local, and here are mothers and fathers, sons and 
daughters, brothers and sisters who are called to receive and grow in the grace of God in the midst of this 
great evil.  
 
 

 


