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Jesus leaves the wilderness and goes into the land to proclaim the good news of the kingdom of heaven.  
He is greater than John, baptizing not with water but with Holy Spirit and fire, so what He does more powerful 
and surprising. He goes to unlikely places, calls sinners to follow Him, separates wheat from chaff, and gathers 
multitudes to follow Him.   
 
The Dawn of the Kingdom 
When Jesus hears that John is in prison, He leaves for Galilee (v. 12). Eventually Jesus will also imprisoned and 
executed as John was, but it’s not time for that yet. He is on a mission to announce the good news of God’s 
kingdom, to teach, heal, bless, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captives. He dwells in 
Capernaum by the Sea of Galilee to fulfill what Isaiah prophesied seven centuries earlier: “The land of Zebulun 
and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: the people who sat 
in darkness have seen a great light, and upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has 
dawned” (vv. 15-16; Is. 9:1-2). Jesus’ departure for Galilee highlights the division in Israel between north and 
south that goes back a millennium. When Solomon built the temple, Hiram, Gentile king of Tyre, sent cedar, 
cypress, and gold, and Solomon gave him twenty cities in Galilee which became known as Cabul, meaning 
either “worthlessness”, “sterile”, or “boundary” (1 Kgs. 9:10-13). They were on the edge of Israel, and perhaps 
Solomon thought Hiram could do something useful with these cities, as the two kings cooperated and blessed 
one another in building God’s temple. Solomon’s son Rehoboam, however, was a tyrant who laid a heavy tax 
burden on the tribes. This led to revolt and a divided kingdom around 930 B.C. (1 Kgs. 12:16-17). Judah and the 
Benjamin became the southern kingdom, and the other ten tribes, the northern kingdom.  Isaiah prophesied 
that the Assyrians would invade the northern kingdom, which they did in 722 B.C., and also that the 
Babylonians would conquer Assyria and invade Judah (Is. 8:1-4). On the northern side of Israel, this region had 
been beaten and battered, and eventually was resettled by the Assyrians with other foreigners they had 
captured, hence the name “Galilee of the Gentiles” (v. 15). In this dark, troubled, mishmashed, melting-pot, 
shadow-of-death region, the sunrise of Christ’s kingdom would dawn (v. 16). This is judgment on Jerusalem, 
Judea, the temple, the courts, the Sanhedrin, Herod and all the mighty ones because they were busy ignoring 
the kingdom and locking up its prophet. The kingdom will be proclaimed everywhere, but not received 
everywhere.  
 
The Calling of the Kingdom 
Jesus’ message is the same as John’s: repent because the kingdom of heaven is here (vv. 17, 2). It requires 
actions now—conviction, confession, and change. If you skip conviction you will merely pay lip service. Skip 
confession and you haven’t made it right with God or your neighbor, nor will you be empowered to change. 
Try to change without doing either, and you risk welcoming seven new demons in place of the old one. This is 
why Christians are not in favor of general “spirituality” or self-help or “mindfulness”. Nebulous religious words 
and practices don’t do anything. But Christ is clear: “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men” (v. 19). 
Therefore, so must our response be: “They immediately left their nets and followed Him” (v. 20). Peter, 
Andrew, James, and John were commercial fishermen, part of a productive economy which included active 
trade routes in southern Galilee. Because of the mixed origins of the inhabitants, they were probably skilled 
businessmen dealing with Jews and Gentiles, and likely spoke multiple languages. In addition to being a 
commercial fishing hub, stoneware from Galilee has been found all over Israel, and archeologists have 
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identified many fifteen to forty-acre farms independent farms there. Jesus grew up in the small village of 
Nazareth, not far from the leading regional city of Sepphoris which was rebuilt, probably with Jesus’ help, when 
He was a young man. The four men are four new pillars of the church Jesus builds (cf. Gal. 2:9). Peter is always 
listed first as the leader of the apostles (Matt. 10:2-4; Mk. 3:16-19; Lk. 6:14-16; Acts 1:13). His brother Andrew 
will bring people to Jesus (Jn. 1:40-42). Sons of thunder, James is the first to be martyred (Acts 12:2), and John 
is the disciple whom Jesus loved (Jn. 13:23; 19:26). This is not the first time they met Jesus (cf. Jn. 1:35-42), but 
the immediacy of their response reveals that they recognize His authority. They leave their businesses, and in 
the case of James and John, their father right there in the boat (v. 22). Few people need to walk away from 
their current jobs in order to follow Jesus, but everyone has to recognize Jesus’ authority over every part of 
their life and render it all to Him. The claims of Christ are total, and we are all engaged in full time kingdom 
work. John the Baptizer told soldiers not to extort money, falsely accuse, and to be content with their wages—
because they were Christians (Lk. 3:14). The apostles knew Jesus before they were chosen, and they were not 
gullible fools who would follow anyone. But they had to trust and follow Him, not knowing what was ahead, 
and that choice looked stupid and immoral to many. Why not finish mending the nets and honor your father 
before going? Is this good stewardship? It is, but you have to know Jesus Christ and be willing follow Him to 
understand, and part of following Him is knowing that people will think you are dumb and on the wrong side 
of history. The apostles were going fishing for men. They would cast nets and see who responds. In the Old 
Testament, this metaphor was used to describe Gentile invaders come to fish Israel out of the land (Jer. 16:16; 
Amos 4:2). Now it’s Jesus and the apostles who are fishing for both Jews and Gentiles and calling them into 
His kingdom. Sometimes they fish one-on-one with a fly rod, other times they cast a big net, and sometimes 
they toss a piece of dynamite into the lake.  
 
The Effect of the Kingdom 
Jesus goes all through Galilee teaching in synagogues, preaching, and healing (v. 23). Ministry is public, and all 
who want to hear the good news and come to Him may do so. He heals diseases, torments, demoniacs, 
epileptics, and paralytics (v. 24). The result is that great crowds from near Decapolis and further away 
Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan follow Him. He left Judea because the rulers who imprisoned John 
would do the same to Him, but those who wanted His grace heard about it and came to Him. John said Jesus 
has a winnowing fan in His hand and would clean out His threshing floor, separating the wheat from the chaff 
(3:12). This begins right away. All kinds of people hear and receive the gospel—worshiping Jews, syncretistic 
pagans, demoniacs, and more—and they join His multitude. The apostles bring these people to Jesus (v. 24). 
This is how the kingdom has advanced for 2000 years. Having heard and repented, Christians tell others what 
Jesus has done for us and what He will do for them. We end up in the multitude together healed, rejoicing in 
the good news, and praying His kingdom come.  

 


