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The violent and tragic events of the last two weeks began with the death of George Floyd, pinned to the 
ground under the knee of police officer Derek Chauvin. Because the officer is white and the victim black, 
protests, riots, looting, and deaths (at least 17 so far) have followed, with more on the horizon. We are in 
desperate need of the good news of Jesus Christ who died to reconcile people of every tribe and tongue 
to God the Father, and to one another. He is the only way out of this mess.  
 
Christ as All in All 
The apostle Paul instructs the Colossians to put off ungodly sin: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language. They are not to lie to one another because they have put off the old man and his habits, and put 
on the new man renewed in Christ’s image (vv8-10). Jesus died on the cross and was raised from the dead, 
and therefore those who trust in Him have also died to sin and must live like it (vv1-3). The new man does 
not continue in the old hostilities—Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave and free. Instead, he sees Christ as all and in all (v11). Greeks despised Jews, and Jews the Gentile 
uncircumcised “dogs”. “Barbarians” meant anyone who didn’t speak Greek. The Scythians were the most 
ruthless and violent tribe who would sacrifice and dismember their defeated foes, whom even the Goths 
thought were beyond the pale. In the redemption of Jesus Christ, all hostilities caused by family, culture, 
tribe, tongue, wealth, and class are dealt with through repentance. Repentance includes a change of mind 
(metanoia). Convicted by God’s law, we confess our sins against God and others, and we then we live 
striving to love our neighbor as ourselves. We see the image of God and the need for Christ in every person, 
and His transforming love at work in His people. He is all in all.  
 
Race 
We have to think biblically about everything including race. Scripture describes all people as connected by 
blood: “And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth” (Acts 
17:26). Our “one blood” does not eliminate the glorious diversity of nations and cultures, but rather 
recognizes they are built by image-bearers of God. Scripture speaks of “all nations, tribes, peoples, and 
tongues” coming together to worship the Lamb (Rev. 7:9). In fact, this is why God established the nations, 
“and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should 
seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one 
of us; for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For we 
are also His offspring’” (Acts 19:26-28). This is not a vain hope. Isaiah prophecies of Gentiles and kings 
bringing their wealth and glory to worship the Lord (Is. 60:3, 10-14). We have been schooled to think in 
terms of competing races. Consider the full title of Charles Darwin’s famous book: On the Origin of Species 
by Means of Natural Selection, or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life. Rather than 
various races evolving and competing, Christians believe that we descended from a common ancestor 
Adam and Eve, and then Noah and his wife. Everyone on earth is your cousin, equally bearing the image 
of God and in need of redemption through Jesus Christ.  
 
Racism & Partiality 
Beliefs and actions of national, tribal, cultural, or ethnic arrogance and hostility are therefore sinful against 
God and your neighbor. These sins deny the truth of who we are and the impact of the cross which unites 
us in Jesus Christ. Outside of Christ, this is how we act both individually and collectively: “For we ourselves 
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were once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, 
hateful and hating one another” (Tit. 3:3). The fact that these sins still happen on a regular basis 
demonstrates our need of repentance and forgiveness. It’s a sin to hate or think less of someone because 
they have a certain amount of melanin in their skin, or to think someone is guilty because of the color of 
their skin. It’s a sin to belittle others who are different, and often to say nothing when you witness others 
doing so. It’s also a sin to decide someone is racist by the color of their sin. You don’t know just by looking 
at the white skin of Derek Chauvin that his police brutality, which is potentially murder, was driven by racial 
hatred. The reason why I say “potential murder” is because Scripture doesn’t support lynching but requires 
due process and a fair trial. People rushing to judgment are part of the problem. Before the trial is over and 
medical examinations considered, you don’t even know if his actions were the cause of George Floyd’s 
death. The same would be true if the colors of the people involved were reversed. Scripture requires 
believers not to judge according to appearance, but with righteous judgment (Jn. 7:24). You can’t look at 
a young black man in a hoody and assume he is guilty of anything. You can’t look at white guy and assume 
he is “implicitly” racist. To do so is to sin in a racial way; you’ve determined someone is doing evil based on 
the color of their skin. We know that the reactions to the injustice done to George Floyd have cost many 
more lives and millions of dollars of damages to black-owned businesses (among others). Just one 
example is David Dorn, an African American retired police officer of 38 years in St. Louis, who was 
murdered by looters when he was checking on a friend’s business. James, the brother of Jesus, commands 
us to “not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality” (Jms. 2:1). We can’t treat 
a poor man badly and a rich one generously (Jms. 2:2-4). We are not to be partial to the rich or the poor, 
black or white, male or female, stranger or citizen, or even Christian or non-Christian: “You shall not follow 
a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a dispute so as to turn aside after many to pervert justice. You 
shall not show partiality to a poor man in his dispute” (Ex. 23:2-3; cf. Lev. 19:33-34). The civil rights 
movement began by insisting on equality of opportunity, that blacks not be segregated against or denied 
access due to the color of their skin. Sadly, much of this movement has been hijacked into demanding 
equality of outcome. This is seen when governing boards, businesses, colleges, churches  and so on are 
judged not based on the content of the character of those involved, but on the color of their skin or gender. 
This is a sin of partiality. It’s a preference for a particular ethnic configuration, and behind it is a false gospel. 
By divvying things up this way people believe they will achieve racial reconciliation and equality. But only 
the gospel can reconcile us to God and each other. Not only do false gospels not save, they hurt those 
they aim to help.  
 
Hope & Healing 
When people of every color repent of their hatred and pride and trust in Jesus, the result is peace and love 
and unity in Him (cf. Acts 13:1). Look at the work of Christ in the world—in China, in Africa, in Latin 
America, and here in our midst. Christ is our savior and our healer. May His mercy and justice roll down.  

 

 


