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John’s letter is about assurance of salvation—knowing God and knowing that He knows you, which results 
in fullness of joy: “And these things we write to you that your joy may be full” (1:4). He has expounded the 
great assurances of our salvation—walking in the light, loving the brothers, and believing in Jesus Christ—
and now concludes by driving home three things the confident in Christ know and do: our prayers are 
effective; the one born of God does not fall away; and the Son of God has given us true knowledge of 
Himself, in Himself.  
 
Confident in Prayer 
“Confidence” means “with faith”, the belief based on knowledge that something is true or will happen. A 
confident person believes they can handle the situation, that they can accomplish what is required. People 
who are confident ultimately in themselves or anything other than God are always at the mercy of their 
next failing. John says we are to be confident in Him, or rather, toward (pros) Him, that if we ask according 
to His will, He hears us, and if He hears us, the thing is done (vv14-16). Prayer is not bending God’s will to 
conform to ours, but rather bringing ours into conformity with His. Only if you view God falsely as a cosmic 
killjoy would you think He is unwilling to give you every good thing you can handle. The two conditions of 
effective prayer are asking according to His will and knowing He hears. Do you know God is omniscient, 
that He hears your cry? “The Lord is near to all them that call upon Him, to all that call upon Him in truth” 
(Ps. 125:18). Not those who pay Him lip service, and not those who call on Him without believing He 
hears—you can insult God and beseech Him at the same time. But if you know He hears, then the only 
question is, how do we increasingly know God’s will so we can pray effectively? The only way you know 
someone is by spending time together and paying attention. Friends, husbands and wives, even colleagues 
can know one another well enough to finish each other’s sentences. You recognize a typical response: 
“That’s just the sort of thing she would say.” Knowing God through Scripture and creation, seeing the 
fullness of Father revealed in Jesus, and relying on the Spirit we come to know and pray the will of God. 
We receive “whatever we ask” (v15), and since God is infinitely kind and good and omnipotent, we know 
we have it as soon as we ask it.  
 
Secure in Salvation 
Effective prayer is not to be kept for oneself. We are to pray for those who are sinning not unto death, and 
thereby give them life (v16). In verse 16 there is no change of subject between the one who asks (the one 
praying) and the one who gives life. God is the giver of life and all things, but He often gives through His 
people, such as Peter: “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk” (Acts 3:6). So we can interpret “he will give him life” as the one who 
prays for the one committing the sin that doesn’t lead to death. Sin that doesn’t lead to death is 
“unintentional” in that it isn’t an act of leaving the faith. In the old covenant, sacrifices would be offered 
for these sins (Lev. 4:2, 13, 22, 27), while high-handed sins that purposefully despised God would result in 
exile or death (Num. 15:30-31; Deut. 17:12). If someone in Israel decided to sacrifice to Molech, he couldn’t 
do so while “atoning” for it with sacrifices to Yahweh. John says if you see your brother sinning—not 
ditching the faith, but falling short—pray for him and God will answer. This means you know him well 
enough to pray. You might say something or you might not, but either way you pray. It’s not that we can’t 
or shouldn’t pray for those who have left the faith (and often come back), but there’s a promise and a 



Confident in Christ 
1 John 5:14-21 

 

Emmanuel Church 6.14.2020 | Pastor Jerry Owen 

command to pray for those in the body of Christ. The gnostic teachers left the church, and the body 
shouldn’t fret about them (1 Jn. 2:19). Whoever is born of God doesn’t sin as a slave to sin, and doesn’t sin 
unto death, leaving God; he stays on his guard and neither the false teacher nor the devil himself can touch 
him (v18).   
 
Rooted in Christ 
When John wrote, Christians in the world numbered in the thousands among perhaps 175,000,000 
people. So if “world” means the overwhelming majority, then the whole world was under the sway of the 
wicked one, and this changed nothing about what the believers knew—that God had been kind to them 
(v19). The love of Jesus is the only means of both humility and confidence. Christians don’t find truth on 
their own: “And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may 
know Him who is true” (v20a). When you look at a world gone mad, know that the only thing separating 
you from it is the gift that Christ gave you. You are in Him, in Jesus Christ Himself, the God-man and 
eternal life (v20b). This is the most humbling truth imaginable, and simultaneously emboldening. We are 
confident to pray, confident to care for the brethren, confident of our salvation, and confident we know 
what we believe and why. For two millennia Christians have been reading this letter and living by it, which 
is why we are now about two billion of the eight billion on the earth. In our corner of the kingdom things 
are bad, which is why we need to hear this again. Only Jesus saves us, not awareness, education, diversity, 
or inclusion. Only Jesus reconciles us to one another, not wokeness, intersectionality, or craven apologies 
for the sins of others, past or present. Only Jesus will deliver us from death and hell and wrath of God. Dear 
children of God, keep yourselves from idols.  
 
 
 
 
  

 

 


