The Call of Abram

Genesis 12

Abraham is the father of our faith (Rom. 4:11). Genesis 12 begins the story of the most famous patriarch, and
it’s a story of conquering faith that runs through the rest of the Bible and ultimately to Jesus Christ, the seed
of Abraham. God could have given up on humanity at Babel, but He didn’t. In the family history of Shem,
Abram is the tenth generation (11:26), just as Noah was the tenth from Adam. As a new Noah, Abram puts
his trust in God and lives boldly. Though his faith falters, God picks Him up, just as He does for us.

Beginning of Faith

Simplistic thinking airbrushes the patriarchs. Not only was Abram not a believer, he was a gross idolater living
in Ur of Chaldea (Josh. 24:2). God called him to leave his land, people and family (v1). His father’s house
went with him to Haran, and then Lot accompanied him into Canaan (Acts 7:2-4). We miss what’s going on if
we think this is road tripping by faith. The issue is identity and loyalty. He was not leaving the family plot, but
the family tradition, heritage, stature and significance. Why? Because God spoke to him. Faith is often spoken
of as a journey, and it is, but that journey has to start somewhere. Abram shows us how to leave everything
and follow God, to seek first the kingdom and trust Him to add everything we need (Matt. 6:33). Calvin said
it’s better to follow God with closed eyes than to wander aimlessly with eyes wide open. Faith means trusting
God even when we don’t understand how everything will work out, but believing His promises anyway. God
gives Abram seven specific promises (vv2-3).

Life of Faith

Abram believes God, so he goes, though 75 years old, and Lot goes with him (v4; Jms. 2:23-26). They packed
up all their stuff and, a better translation, “the souls they had made in Haran”, and went to Canaan (vs5).
Abram was telling people about Yahweh, and they believed and joined him. When he got to Canaan, he went
specifically to the Oak of Moreh, a shrine where the Canaanites worshiped pagan gods. This is why Moses
writes, “At that time the Canaanites were in the land” (v6). These were the descendants of Canaan whom
Noah had cursed (Gen. 9:25). Now the Lord appears and says, “To your seed | give this land” (v7). Abram
responds by building an altar, which is like the soldiers at Iwo Jima raising the American flag. He’s claiming
the land for God’s people, and establishing a beachhead to take the land (Ps. 72:8, 17-19). He goes on to do
the same thing east of Bethel where “he proclaimed the name of the Lord” (v8). Abram’s faith centers on the
public worship of God, calling everyone to join him.

Endurance of Faith

Abram starts off as an unbeliever, trusts the Lord, and then stumbles in Egypt. God didn’t tell him what to do
the way He did in Ur, and even if we give him the benefit of the doubt (v13), his actions result in Sarai
entering Pharaoh’s harem (vvis, 19). Despite his sin in Egypt, God blesses him and he leaves with more than
he came in with (vv16, 20). What would Moses’ generation take away from this text? They too come out of
Egypt blessed and protected. They would see their father in the faith had walked through the Promised Land
building altars and influencing Canaanites. Abram, the “great father”, was father of no one, and yet he
believed, followed the Lord, and became the father of all the faithful. “And the Scripture, foreseeing that God
would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, ‘In you shall all the
nations be blessed’. .. 14 so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that
we might receive the promised Spirit through faith” (Gal. 3:8, 14). God can use anyone, and He does use
everyone, who trusts in Jesus, the son of Abraham, and Savior of the nations (Matt. 1:1, 28:19).
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NOTES FOR LITTLE SAINTS

Today’s Passage: Genesis 12:1-3

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that | will show
you. 2 And | will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3
I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you | will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed.”

Who did Abram have to leave (verse 1), and why would that be hard?

God promises Abram seven different things. Can you list all seven (verses 2-3)¢

Abram had no children and he was already 75 years old. Sarai his wife was 65. And yet God says “I
will make of you a great nation”. What do you learn from this¢ What does it mean to have faith?

Draw a picture of Abram, his family, friends and animals all traveling from Haran to Canaan.

Memory Verse to Recite Next Week:
I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you | will curse,
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed. —Genesis 12:3
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