Worship in the Beauty of Holiness
Psalms, Hymns & Spiritual Songs

Colossians 3:16

We are inundated with music almost everywhere we go: at home in the elevator, lobby, car, office, sporting
event and anywhere headphones are allowed. We celebrate and mourn, workout and relax, serenade and
shower with music. Wonderfully, because God is true, good and beautiful, we worship him in song. “Next to
the Word of God, music deserves the highest praise. The gift of language combined with the gift of song was
given to man that he should proclaim the Word of God through music.” -Martin Luther

The Word of Christ

Paul wants the word of Christ pervading the church. What is the word? It’s “the word of truth, the gospel”
(1:5ff). The good news of the forgiveness of sins through Jesus comes to a church, and it grows deeper there
by means of song. This is a call to the church to be a people gospeled in song. When think about just the book
of Psalms, not to mention many other songs in Scripture, you realize how vast the word Christ is.
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Dwell in You Richly

This command is given to the church. Paul is not telling them primarily to sing in the kitchen or on fishing
trips, though more power to you. That will happen if we sing here, but not if we mumble while the band plays.
Concert worship is actually a throwback to late medieval mass when the people observed the clergy worship.
The word dwells in us richly when we sing and hear. This means that congregational singing is not an option
for the inclined or talented. It’s a divine method for blessing us. When we think of “us”, we include smaller
Christians: “Young men and maidens together, old men and children!” (Ps. 148:12). Our music, like the rest of
the service, can’t be generationally narrow, since everyone is invited to sing. We are worshipers, not
consumers. When we do this, the word dwells in us richly—we are stocked with spiritual diamonds.

Teaching & Admonishing One Another in Psalms, Hymns & Spiritual Songs

All songs are didactic—they teach whether well or badly. We don’t want songs where we can swap out
“Jesus” for “Babe” and have it work, or hymns in foreign or arcane language. We want songs with deep
content and not zero repetition (Ps. 126), but not vain repetition either. “Psalms, hymns and spiritual songs”
probably refers to the Psalms, but we have plenty of new songs in the NT including Mary’s, Simeon’s, parts of
hymns in Paul’s letter and the command to “sing a new song” (Ps. 96:1; Is.42:10; Rev. 5:9; Lk. 1:46-55, 68-79).
We want to learn more songs, have more instruments, and write new songs. Innovation has always been a
mark of the Christian church, the idea behind the first universities founded by ecclesiastical scholars in Paris
and Bologna in 1160. We are to master past knowledge and build on it. The Greeks and Romans knew
monophony where a single line is sung or played. But only Christian medieval musicians developed
polyphony, two or more musical lines sung simultaneously, and by the tenth century established musical
notation so those who had never heard a piece of music could play it. We want musical wisdom both in form
and content that we can sing as a church.

With Thankfulness in Your Hearts to God

It’s possible to sing with a heart full of gravel. It’s also possible to be full of gratitude and silent as a Trappist
monk. God offers us the best of everything: joyful song overflowing from grateful hearts. Gratitude to God
can’t be contained but erupts in song, and this is what we want the church to be like. Sing and pray for more
beautiful and contagious music glorifying our great God.
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NOTES FOR LITTLE SAINTS
Today’s Passage: Colossians 3:16

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

What are some of your favorite songs to sing at church, home or school?

What do you think the “word of Christ” is¢ How does Paul want it to dwell in us?

What does God do in Zephaniah 3:17¢2 When we sing regularly and thankfully, Jesus’ word fills our
hearts and minds. Write down a song from the Cantus you’d like to learn and sing it once a day this
week.

Draw a picture of a huge crowd of people all singing together. You should include some of your
animals enjoying the music.

Memory Verse to Recite Next Week:
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom,
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. -Colossians 3:16
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