Worship in the Beauty of Holiness

Prayer
1 Timothy 2:1-6

God loves and calls us to meet with him in a special way on this day of rest and celebration. And when we
meet with him he wants to hear from us. We are used to thinking of prayer in terms of our individual
conversation with God, but prayer plays a critical role in our worship together and therefore in the progress of
the gospel in the world. In this letter Paul tells Timothy how to be a pastor in Ephesus—what he should do
and what the church should do. In chapter one he says stay, and in chapter two first of all, pray.

How should the Church pray?

Prayer is talking to God. God is our Father so we can talk to him about any and everything, and he is God the
Father Almighty, so we come to him in bold and loving respect: “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:16). We begin our service
with prayer, aware of and honoring him. Because we sin as a church, we confess our sins so we’re clean and
full of the joy of our salvation (Ps. 51:12). Paul gives us four ways to pray for “all people, for kings and all who
are in high positions.” This assumes we know who public figures are and care about them.

Supplications - Requests for specific needs.
Prayers - General requests for things we always need like wisdom and faithfulness.
Intercessions - Pleading on behalf of others as Jesus does for us (Heb. 7:25; Rom. 8:27).

Thanksgivings — These are particular things we’re thankful for but also the sauce that flavors all the
prayers (Phil. 4:6).

Why should we pray this way?

These prayers result in Christians leading quiet and peaceable lives, godly and dignified in every way (v2).
This is funny if you think about how often Paul was brought before public officials (Acts 19:38, 31, 35). His
enemies constantly made a scene in order to silence him. His goal was peace for himself and the church.
This peace is not quiet and isolated. It pleases God our Savior who wants all kinds of people to be saved and
come to the knowledge of the truth (v4). Paul knew that God calls the most unexpected people to himself
because he was one of those. He’ll persuade anyone: “King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? | know that
you believe” (Acts 26:27). He expands the Shema, Israel’s first creed: “For there is one God, and there is one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all, which is the
testimony given at the proper time” (vv5-6; cf. Deut. 6:4). We pray this way because it works: Christians live
faithfully for Christ, knowing and loving their rulers. Their lives are beautiful in God’s sight and he blesses the
witness of the church which is engaged in discipling the nations. We only neglect prayer when we think too
much of ourselves or too little of God and his mission. But Jesus is the mediator between God and men, a
ransom for all.
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NOTES FOR LITTLE SAINTS

Today’s Passage: 1 Timothy 2:1-6

1First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people,
2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified
in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given
at the proper time.

What types of prayers does Paul tell Timothy to offer and for what kind of people (verses 1-2)¢

. When we pray this way at church, what do we want (verses 2-3)¢

Jesus the one between God and men (verse 5). This means that anyone can come to
the Father through the Son, and now is the time for them to do so. Who are you praying for to come
to Jesus?

Draw a picture of a governor, king, army general and your mailman singing Psalms together!

Memory Verse to Recite Next Week:
For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.
-1 Timothy 2:5
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