A Shining Lamp & Growing Seed
Mark 4:21-29

The parable of the Sower is fundamental for understanding all parables. And Jesus just gave the
disciples the answer key (4:13-20). To understand Jesus, you don’t need a certain 1Q or a background
in Middle Eastern studies. You need to be quick to hear, willing to suffer, and to desire him more than
everything else. One fundamental mark of spiritual health is a desire to know. “It is the glory of God to
conceal a thing, but the glory of kings is to search a thing out” (Prov. 25:2). Parables—riddles, sayings,
paradoxes—are revelation, small sayings with big consequences about God and us. God reveals
himself metaphorically—what He is like in otherwise unlike things. If Jesus is divine, we should
expect his teaching to reflect the simplicity and subtlety of creation, and be ready to be surprised.

Expose the Lamp

Speaking to the twelve and other disciples (4:10), Jesus says the lamp is put on a stand (v21). This is
obvious in a house and in the spiritual life of Israel (Ps. 119:105). Jesus is the Word and the lamp that
shines in the darkness, giving light to everyone in the world (Jn. 1:1, 5, 9). Put him on the stand and
everything is bathed in light. Jesus has been established as the beacon of the world, and yet we are
also called to let that light shine through us (Matt. 5:16). Christianity is not a gnostic sect with secret
knowledge. What is concealed is meant to be revealed (v22). Tertullian said “The good is not
preoccupied with darkness. It rejoices in being seen. It exalts over the very pointings which are made
at it. Christian modesty not only wishes to be modest, but also wishes to be beheld as what it actually
is.” Consider everything an opportunity to shine light, and be ready to give an answer (1 Pet. 3:15).

Listen Carefully & Be Careful What You Listen To

The parable of the Sower is all about hearing—make sure you hear (4:9). Now Jesus says to pay
attention and carefully evaluate what you hear, since the way you measure others will be used to
measure you (v24). Are you eager to hear the Word and the saints (cf. Jms. 1:19)2 And are you a
generous listener (Lk. 6:37-38)2 This is similar to our prayer to be forgiven as we forgive others. God
deluges the loving and humble with more, and he takes away those who hoard and accuse (v2s; Is.
65:24). If you give ear to complaints, gossip and backbiting, how will you view and treat people?
Grima Wormtongue nearly ruined King Theoden. Conversely, wise counselors ensure safety (Prov.

11:14).

A Sure Harvest

The parable of the Growing Seed occurs only in Mark (vv26-29). It’s the first of the kingdom parables
following the Sower/Soils, the Lamp, and instruction to listen carefully. Now for something
completely different. Hear, cultivate, bear fruit, shine the light, pay attention, and now, go to sleep
(v27)! Don’t pretend to understand. The very thing sown is the kingdom, and though “he knows not
how”, the earth produces the harvest automatically (v28). The kingdom is present in the seed, just as
Jesus’ humble beginning, full of inscrutable power and potential. It’s happening in the world, then and
now. The blade comes first, then the ear, then the full grain, and when it’s ripe, the harvest has come
(vv28-29). The kingdom grows in good time because it has been planted. What’s the action item
from this parable? It’s almost a mandate to erase other action items. You can’t book kingdom growth.
You can’t predict how the Holy Spirit will bring the harvest. But, and here’s the wonder, you can be
sure he is bringing it. This doesn’t take away from the other parables, but it complements and
completes them. After you’ve heard, received, nourished, scattered, and taken care, go to sleep, wake
up, and see the growth. “But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which shines brighter
and brighter until full day” (Prov. 4:18).
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NOTES FOR LITTLE SAINTS

Today’s Passage: Mark 4:21-25

21 And he said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under a bed, and not on a stand?
22 For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret except to come to light. 23 If
anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” 24 And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear: with the
measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be added to you. 25 For to the one who has,
more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.”

Questions

1. Do you like stories? God is the greatest Storyteller, and history—everything that has ever
happened—is his story. We are some of his characters, and we like stories because we
are made in his image. What is one of your favorite stories in the Bible, and why?

2. Stories unfold and develop. They have a beginning, middle and end, and good stories
often take surprising turns. Certain things are hidden, and then brought to light. Mark 1:21
talks about a lamp. Where do you put the lamp, and why?2 Who do you think the lamp is
referring to?

3. What does Jesus tell us to do in verse 242 To “measure” means to hear and treat people a
certain way. How do you want others to hear and treat you? Do the same for them.

4. Draw a picture of a big shining lamp on a table, giving light to everyone in a house.

Memory Verse to Recite Next Week:
Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still
more will be added to you. -Mark 4:24
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Here is a picture of an old oil lamp. Can you color it and make it shine brightly?

Let your light SHINE before others,
so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
Matthew 5:16



