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There is hardly a more important or sensitive topic to Christian parents than the 
education of their children. This is actually as it should be because we are 
assigned the task of raising them in the Lord to serve Him all their days, and 
education occupies the bulk of that preparation. We want unity in essentials, 
liberty in non-essentials, and charity in everything, which Philip Schaff said is the 
watchword of Christian peacemakers. God calls us to ground our convictions in 
Scripture, and to be gracious to our neighbors as we work them out.   
 
Training & Admonition 
Paul tells fathers not to provoke their children to wrath, but instead to “bring 
them up in the training and admonition of the Lord” (v4). These two words are 
closely related and sometimes translated vice versa. Admonition (nouthesia) 
simply means to correct or warn, to address sins and mistakes. Training (paideia) 
is an expansive word that comes from the verb meaning to bring up, teach, 
instruct, educate. It’s used when Timothy is told the Scriptures are profitable for 
“training in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). Paideia is how you made a citizen in the 
Greek-speaking world, from cradle through adulthood. Moses was thus 
“instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians” when he was brought up in 
Pharaoh’s house (Acts 7:22). Paul takes this concept of comprehensive training 
and adds “of the Lord.” He is applying the Old Testament to his current situation 
(Dt. 6:6-9). God’s command to train children is bigger than education, but not 
smaller. When we’re thinking about schooling, we are training people to love 
God in every way. Because there is no neutrality, every fact, concept, story, and 
phenomenon makes sense in Christ alone (Col. 2:3; 2 Cor. 10:5). Education is not 
simply a data dump, but if it was, we would still need to get the data right. But 
education is more about formation than information (Lk. 6:40). It’s about what 
you love and whom you love, and therefore what you will continue to learn (or 
not) for the rest of your life. Children must be taught and trained to love people, 
the subject, and the process of learning, all as an expression of their love for God.  
 
Beware of Methodolatry 
There are many principles about education in Scripture and few methods. We 
should agree on the paideia of the Lord for our kids, and then humbly figure out 
how to give it to them. There is a temptation to find security in a method rather 
in God’s grace. You may be a methodolater if: 1) You don’t welcome or can’t 
handle input on your decisions. We can’t see ourselves, so we need outside 
perspective (cf. 1 Tim. 5:24). 2) You think your method is the best for everyone. 
It’s good to be fully convinced in your own mind (provided #1 above) that your 
method is right for you, but not good to think it’s superior for all (Rom. 14:5). 3) 
You have bogus or imbalanced reasons: setting character against academic 
standards or vice versa, abdicating instead of delegating, trying to shelter from 
sin instead of equipping your children to deal with it.  
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Liberal Education for Liberated Hearts 
Faithful Christian education has the gospel at its core. We’re training our 
children to love God in everything, and we’re learning to do the same as we do 
so. The root of the word liberal is liber, the Latin word for “free.” In ancient 
Greece a pedagogue would educate freeborn children to know the liberal arts in 
order to understand the world and be influential in it. A merely practical 
education was a slaves’ education, simply preparing someone to do a job. The 
revival of classical Christian education is not an accident, but a direct result of 
the grace of God taking hold of people. We have been freed from sin to live as 
full citizens in God’s kingdom, and our vocational work is part of God’s kingdom. 
We want to know truths about God’s world (grammar), how things work (logic), 
and how to present and receive them beautifully (rhetoric). Though we have 
adapted medieval terminology, this is a biblical model for learning (cf. 1 Kgs. 4:33; 
Prov. 25:2; Psalms). Educating our children is an enormous privilege and a calling 
of God’s grace. We trust in Jesus for everything we need to do as parents. 

 


