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Patience 
Genesis 40 

 
 
Joseph has ten years of slavery and imprisonment behind him, and if there’s light at the end of the tunnel, he 
can’t see it. God brought Judah to repentance through humiliating sin. Now He works on Joseph in a very 
different way. Joseph prospers in a sense, but in a very confined space (39:23). He’s eager to help the king’s 
butler and baker, but it goes nowhere. Why? God is teaching Joseph patience, and it can’t be learned in any 
other way. How do we learn patience? 
 
By Persevering 
It feels mundane, but there is no substitute for time. Ten years has taken a few chapters. Joseph is older and 
wiser, and still he needs to cure. The chief butler and baker sin against Pharaoh, so he sends them to the 
captain of the guard who is probably still Potiphar (vv1-3). The butler and baker remind us of bread and wine, 
of Melchizedek who met Abram with provision (14:18). These guys protected and provided food and 
protection to Pharaoh, so this is another important job given to Joseph (v4). There’s likely some sort of 
investigation going on, which would have been a different kind of dream for Joseph to have when he was 
being accused by Potiphar’s wife. He takes up the task anyway, and in the morning has the wisdom to see 
their sadness (v6). Had Joseph turned inward into overwhelming sadness and self-pity, he would not have 
seen what was going on nor had the strength to care. Perseverance is not just breathing, but trusting and 
loving God when it hurts. And it will hurt (Ps. 105:18-19). Set low expectations and you won’t be 
disappointed. Joseph continues to do his job well, and if he has inner turmoil, he pushes through and is 
faithful in the tasks he is given.  
 
By Relying on the Lord 
When Joseph is given the opportunity serve, he takes it boldly. When they say, “there is no interpreter” (v8), 
they’re looking for a gifted person who is not available in prison. Joseph is willing to serve them, but he 
declares the source of his wisdom: “Do not interoperations belong to God? Tell them to me, please” (v8). He 
has already been accused of being a mocking Jew, so this is really courageous (39:14, 17). Joseph is not 
putting his finger in the air to see which way the wind blows or breaking out the biblical Ouija board. He has 
been trusting the Lord, steadily growing in wisdom, and working hard. He is mature, and his maturity enables 
discernment (Heb. 5:14).  
 
By Discerning God’s Blessing in the Meantime 
God is preparing Joseph for great things eventually, but good things are happening now, and those with eyes 
will see. What is the big picture? God has delivered him from death, execution, Ishmaelite slavery, provided 
him a new opportunity via Potiphar, and now gives him an accurate interpretation (vv20-22). If Joseph was 
hard-hearted, how would he describe the situation? “Nothing I’ve done has made any difference” (cf. v23). 
And had he said this, it likely wouldn’t have. Faith sees things differently: “Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). This chapter centers on verse fourteen where 
Joseph asks the cupbearer twice to remember him, and concludes with disappointment (v23). Hugh Ross: 
“Those who are convinced that God desires to use them in greater capacities will demonstrate their 
unwavering faith in the midst of discouraging situations.” Joseph’s faith is unwavering, but we see his pain 
(v15). Unlike Adam and Eve who reached for glory and power, unlike Sarah and Abraham, Rachel and Jacob, 
Esau, Reuben and Judah, he waited patiently because he believed God was for him (Matt. 25:14-30). We 
don’t reach down into ourselves to find patience. God gave us these examples of those who looked to Him, 
“the God of all patience” (Rom. 15:4-5). When we look to Him, we find steadfast, enduring, longsuffering, 
patient love—far more patience than He is asking us to have. Jesus did this perfectly on our behalf. He 
suffered until it was finished, and then the Father raised Him.  
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NOTES FOR LITTLE SAINTS 
 

Today’s Passage: Genesis 40:8, 12-15, 20-23 
 
8 And they said to him, “We each have had a dream, and there is no interpreter of it.” So Joseph said to them, “Do not 
interpretations belong to God? Tell them to me, please.”12 And Joseph said to him, “This is the interpretation of it: The three 
branches are three days. 13 Now within three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your place, and you will put 
Pharaoh’s cup in his hand according to the former manner, when you were his butler. 14 But remember me when it is well with 
you, and please show kindness to me; make mention of me to Pharaoh, and get me out of this house. 15 For indeed I was stolen 
away from the land of the Hebrews; and also I have done nothing here that they should put me into the dungeon.” 20 Now it 
came to pass on the third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, that he made a feast for all his servants; and he lifted up the head 
of the chief butler and of the chief baker among his servants. 21 Then he restored the chief butler to his butlership again, and he 
placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand. 22 But he hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted to them. 23 Yet the chief butler 
did not remember Joseph, but forgot him. 
 

1. How do you think Joseph feels about being in prison? Still, he wants to help the butler and baker. 
Where does Joseph say the interpretation of dreams comes from (verse 8)? 

 
 

2. Joseph has been in prison for over 10 years, and he hopes to get out. Does his interpretation come 
true, and does he get out (verses 21-22)?  

 
 
 

3. How do you think Joseph was able to be patient in such hard circumstances? When are you 
impatient, and what can you remember about Jesus when you are tempted to be impatient? 
 
 

 
 
 

4. Draw a picture of Joseph in prison while the butler is free.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memory Verse to Recite Next Week: 
And they said to him, “We each have had a dream, and there is no interpreter of it.” So Joseph said to them, “Do not 

interpretations belong to God? Tell them to me, please.”  —Genesis 40:8 


