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Genesis: The Book of Beginnings 

Hope for the Nations 
Genesis 10 

 
 
The first genealogy in Genesis is in chapter 5, covering 1600 years of history. The next four chapters tell the 
story of Noah and the flood. Here in chapter 10 the genealogy picks up again with Noah  sons and their 
descendants, leading up to the Tower of Babel. Why do chapters like this make it into the Bible? Or a better 
question for us as individualistic Americans, why do we find it so difficult to understand these chapters? This 
is not an ancient cure for insomnia. The Table of Nations reveals love for the 
nations of the earth. s intention, and one that is 
still in effect.  

 
God of the Nations 
After Ham rebelled against his father Noah, he and his son were cursed to serve his brothers (9:25). Shem, a 
worshipper of Yahweh, is blessed, and Japheth will dwell in his tents (9:26-27). The enmity between the seed 
of the woman and the seed of the serpent is playing out (3:15). We might not be able to track the nations very 
well, but God does. This chapter lays out the genealogy of Shem, Ham and Japheth, but in reverse order: 
Japheth (vv2-5), Ham (vv6-20), Shem (vv21-31). God is blessing each of them to multiply and fill the earth 
(9:1). E worship God, their refusal does not exempt them from His plan. 
Nimrod begins as a great hunter before the Lord, the first mighty man  which means he has personal and 
political prowess, the king of Assyria (1 Chron. 1:10; Mic. 5:6). Among others he founded Babel and Nineveh, 
two powers that would successiely topple the northern and southern kingdoms of Israel. The list of nations 
pushes the geographic fringes of the known world: east to Persia (Elam), south to Ethiopia (Cush) and the 
Arabian Peninsula, north to Anatolia (Gomer, Madai), and west to Crete (Kittim, Caphtorim), Libya, and 
Tarshish which may be in Spain. The nations are 70 in number, a symbolic number of worldwide entirety. 

God 
numbers the nations of the world because He is Lord over them (cf. Is. 40:15). Yahweh is not God of one tribe 
or geographic region; He is Lord and Judge of all the earth (e.g. 18:25). We either gratefully acknowledge this, 

leave a legacy of repentance and progress, or pride and folly.  
 

Savior of the Nations 
Christians today tend to focus exclusively on individual salvation. But even our most famous verse goes 
global: For God so loved the world  (Jn. 3:16). The Table of Nations is 
not a record of winner among a world of losers. God is doing two things. He is preparing the nation of Israel to 
lead the other nations to God (v21, 24-25). And second, from Israel the Messiah is going to come, the one 
who would lead that nation (Jn. 4:25). The Gentile Japhethites would receive spiritual blessings in the tents 
of Shem  (9:27). When do they come into those tents? In Psalm 2, Yahweh begets Someone from the dead, 
then says Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession  
(vv7-8; cf. Acts 13:33). Jesus -
possess India by saving 1500 people in Mumbai. He asks the Father for the salvation of the nations and He 
got them.  exceeds 
his own promises and prophecies. In Jesus, He made Jew and Gentile one, and adopted us all into His family 
as children of Abraham (Gal. 3:28- y are the new Israel. Like going up 
in an airplane, seeing the gives us perspective of what He is doing and what our role is in it. 
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 

saved through him  (Jn. 3:17). His global plan is seen in local grace, in every forgiven sin and redeemed life. 
The nations are not located on the earth by accident, but that they should seek God  (Acts 17:27). This is 
why the gospel must continue to go out.   
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NOTES FOR LITTLE SAINTS 

 
10:25-32 

 
25 To Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided, and his brother's 
name was Joktan. 26 Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28 Obal, 
Abimael, Sheba, 29 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. 30 The territory in which they lived 
extended from Mesha in the direction of Sephar to the hill country of the east. 31 These are the sons of Shem, by their 
clans, their languages, their lands, and their nations. 32 These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their 
genealogies, in their nations, and from these the nations spread abroad on the earth after the flood. 

 
1. We believe that God is not just the Lord of ourselves, but of our family, neighborhood, city, county, 

state, nation and world! If a country d
authority? Why or why not?  
 
 

 
2. 

name of the language the Old Testament was written in, and another name for the Jews, and also a 
name of a book in the New Testament. It starts with an H. 
 

 
 

3. Do you know what nation your ancestors came for each of your parents? Has the gospel come to 
those nations? This would be a good discussion to have with your parents. 
 
 
 
 

4. Draw a picture of Noah and his three sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Memory Verse to Recite Next Week: 
These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, in their nations, and from these the 

nations spread abroad on the earth after the flood. ----Genesis 10:32 


