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Genesis: The Book of Beginnings 

The Flood 
Genesis 7-8 

 
 
In the time leading up to Noah the world grew thoroughly evil (Gen. 6:5). It was so corrupt and filled with 
violence that God decided to justly wipe out humanity and start over. In the midst of this tragedy, Noah finds 

that compels him to believe God would do what he said he would. The story of 
Noah and the  about judgment, promise and deliverance, a baptism that looks 

It teaches us to look to him, too.  
 

I. God Judges  
They will say, Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are 

continuing as they were from the beginning of creation  (2 Pet. 3:4). When sin grows and suffering lingers 
on remember that God will keep his promises. As Noah built his boat everyone mocked him as 
year after year and decade after decade went by. Enoch preached and Noah persuaded but people would not 
be convinced until rain fell. Things have hardly changed. We think we can spend more than we can repay and 
never have it catch up with us. We think we can redefine the family and not have people torn apart. Fathers 
are estranged from their children and children abandon their aging parents and conclude Out of sight, out of 
mind , as if not looking under the hood 
patience for forgetfulness or disinterest. God is not mocked by anyone or anything. What we sow, we reap 
(Gal. 6:7). This water wiped out everything (7:21-22). Though we can  always connect the dots between 
specific actions and consequences, we know that everything sown will be reaped.  

 
II. Remembers 
By faith Noah does specifically what God tells him to do (7:2-5). This leads to a long boat ride: 40 days of rain 
(7:12), 150 days of high water (7:24) and then God remembered Noah  (8:1). Judgment seems like it will 
never come, and once it does, it seems like it will never go. Try a year in a zoo-boat with your in-laws! It 
would have been easy to grow embittered against and distrustful of God, day after day floating with nothing 
but water on the horizon. But Noah was righteous and God remembered him. Just because something is hard 

  
 

III. Delivers 
After more than a year, God speaks to Noah and tells him to take his family and all the animals off the ark 
(8:15-18). He leads them out and the first thing he does is build an altar and offer precious clean animals as 
ascension offerings (v20). t tell him to do this, but it is a costly and symbolic act of worship and 
thanksgiving. 
not ruined or cynical or sad or overwhelmed by what has happened, which gives us all hope. We know Noah 

the sacrifice and is pleased, saying in his heart I will never again curse the ground because of man, for the 
i
have done  (8:21). God says destruction like that will never happen again. The weather will not destroy us 
(8:22). The story of Noah is one of glorious deliverance, one that we can learn from and imitate as individuals. 
But the lesson here is that though God judges people and even nations (Lk. 17:22-37), but he will never again 
suspend the seasons to wipe everyone out. The olive branch has been delivered. The rainbow is displayed for 

 
(Ezek. 47:1-11). After Jesus ascended into heaven, on Pentecost the Spirit soaked the church (Acts 2:17). 
Water is grace. This is only possible because Jesus was not spared the consequences of sin. He was drowned 
in death, which was a baptism (Mk. 10:38). When we are baptized we are baptized into his death, so that we 
will be raised with him to new life (Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:2).  
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NOTES FOR LITTLE SAINTS 

 
8:1, 20-21 

 
1 But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in the ark. And God made a 
wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided. 
20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and took some of every clean animal and some of every clean bird and 
offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his heart, I 
will never again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of man's heart is evil from his youth. Neither will 
I ever again strike down every living creature as I have done. 22 While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold 
and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.  

 
1. Noah was in the ark for months until something happens. What does God do in verse one?  

 
 

 
2. Sometimes we find ourselves in hard situations. Why would the ark have been hard for Noah? What 

sorts of things would he have to do to take of all the animals? 
 

 
 

3. 
do when he gets out (verse 20)? How does God respond, and what do you learn about how you 
should respond when God delivers you?  
 
 
 
 

4. Draw a picture of Noah, his family, and all the animals hopping off the ark into a new world with a 
bright shining sun.  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Memory Verse to Recite Next Week: 
And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his heart, I will never again curse the ground 

because of man, for the intention of man's heart is evil from his youth. ----Genesis 8:21 


