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Genesis: The Book of Beginnings 

Noah & the Ark 
Genesis 6 

 
 

 line of Cain grew worse over time, preserved the line of Seth. 
There were people with faith in God and those without it. What happens when they mix? This is that story. 
Noah is a famous character who gets tragically lost for us in flannel graphs and sing-songs. But 
and grace in his time is a gift for ours.  

 
I. Human Degeneration  
This is the most debated passage of Genesis. The sons of God saw that the daughters of men were attractive 
and married them, producing the Nephilim, mighty, renown men of old (vv2, 4). The sons of God are men 
from the line of Seth, fallen angels, or men from the line of Seth influenced by fallen angels (Jude 6; 1 Pet. 
3:19-20; 2 Pet. 2:4-5, 9). Regardless, the result is the same: powerful and evil men corrupting the earth. These 
sons of God married -3). Marrying a non-Christian is 
not the unpardonable sin, but it frequently leads to apostasy and grief. Evil multiplied on the earth to the 

God sees our 
hearts. This (inevitably) resulted in the earth being filled with violence (vv11-12). We like to blame all sorts of 
things for the violence in our world----guns, poverty, lack of education. But the problem is our sinful hearts.  

 
II.  

 the world like a clock and walk away to do other things. He sees, regrets, and is grieved 
to his heart (vv5-6). God is not a cosmic slab of granite that feels nothing. He is not surprised by what 
happens, but neither is he unaffected and aloof from it. Sovereignty does not eliminate personality. We know 
that God ultimately regrets nothing in the sense of wishing he had done it differently: He is a rock and his 
work is perfect  (Dt. 32:4). But he makes creatures who grieve him. He hates wickedness, violence, and 
oppression, and when man destroys himself and others, he regrets having made them (v6). He patiently gives 
us time to repent, but eventually brings justice: I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the 
land  (v7). God sent Enoch as a prophet, Noah as a messenger, and time before the flood came (v3). He 
gives us time now.  

 
III.  

But Noah found grace in the eyes of the 
Yahweh  (v8). The Lord covered the naked shame of Adam and Eve with skins, he put a mark of protection 
on Cain, and now he bestows his grace on Noah. This is the first time in the Bible that grace is spoken of. 

found it, and only after God regretted making all of mankind 
He was righteous and blameless in his generation, and he 

walked with God (v9). The book of Hebrews says Noah had faith and in reverent fear he built the ark (11:7). 
This is different Blameless  means he trusted 
the Lord, confessed his sins, and loved his neighbor. instructions to build an enormous 
boat on dry ground. He was the Harold Camping of his generation with the slight difference of being right. 

established a covenant with him and his family, and through it the world was reborn (v18). How does the 
destruction of the world square with the generational faithfulness of God discussed last chapter? 
have to conclude that all who drowned were unforgiven. The thief on the cross still died before going to be 
with Jesus in paradise. But listen to the Lord the way Noah did. Noah is a 

to do as patriarchs and matriarchs of faith.  The flood teaches us that God judges sin, but he also provides a 
way out through the only covenant keeper, Jesus.  
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NOTES FOR LITTLE SAINTS 

 
6:5-9 

 
1 When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born to them, 2 the sons of God saw that 
the daughters of man were attractive. And they took as their wives any they chose. 
5 The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually. 6 And the Lord regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to 
his heart. 7 So the Lord said, I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals 
and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.  8 But Noah found grace in the 
eyes of the Lord. 9 These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah 
walked with God. 

 
1. Something went really wrong in the world. What was the only reason the son of God  married the 

daughters of man (verse 2)? What other reasons should you have before you marry someone? 
 
 

 
2. What made the Lord grieved in his heart, and what did he plan to do about it (verses 5-7)?  

 
 
 

3. God knows not just the things we do, but the things we think, and when we think bad or unkind 
things about others, it grieves him. What should we do when have sinful thoughts about others? 
What do you think Noah did that made him different (verse 9)? 
 
 
 

4. Draw Noah and his sons building the huge ark and the animals getting ready to get on board.  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Memory Verse to Recite Next Week: 
But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.  ----Genesis 6:8 


