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Genesis: The Book of Beginnings 

Genealogy of Grace  
Genesis 5 

 
lmost in a new year, A.D. 2015. You would think this is an odd time to read from the Hebrew phone book. It 

a record sustaining grace in a dark time. We can 
look at 2014 and see all kinds of things wrong with our lives and our world and 
where Moses has brought us. Lamech just multiplied violence and revenge (4:23- of hope with 
the birth of Seth and Enosh, but here God shows us how he works, continuing his grace from generation to 
generation.  

 
I. We are Generational  
This is the book of the generations of Adam  (v1). We come from people and people result from us. Moses could 

have told 
blessed (v2). Adam fathers Seth in his image which does not erase the image of God (v3). We see this account is 
selective; Adam lives for 800 years after having Seth and had other sons and daughters (v4). The point is that God 

fall from the sky. It grows up from the ground. In the midst of seven generations of sin that Cain has established, 
God answers with ten generations of from everlasting to everlasting 

 (Ps. 103:17; cf. Dt. 7:9; Gen. 17:7-9; Lk. 1:48-50; 
Acts 2:39). Parents have the promises for their children, but every Christian has the opportunity and responsibility 
to seek him in this generation and for the next (Ps. 24:6; Acts 7:58; Acts 22:20). We are life-long generational 
disciples.  

 
II. Grace is Particular 

Both genealogies conclude by 
segmenting the line into three sons (4:20-22; 5:32). Cain murder and his descendants multiply murder (4:24). 

hteous blood is succeed by Seth who leads to Noah whose name means rest. 
Enoch lives for 365 years and is taken, the seventh 

generation in contrast to Lamech, life instead of death. Jude tells us that Enoch prophesied about the coming 
judgment, the flood just a few generations away (Jude 14-15). Hebrews marks his great faith: By faith Enoch was 
taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was 
taken he was commended as having pleased God.  is pervasive and in 
everything, but also particular and personal. Enoch was a particular sign to that generation. Jesus came in one 
generation in order to bless every generation. Like Enoch he walked with God, but unlike him he died for the sin of 
all people who trust in him. What grace have you experienced in this generation? What else are you asking him to 
do? How are you preparing to bless the next? 

 
III. Grace is Winning  
Many stories from 2014 are about domestic violence, Ebola, imperialism, terrorism and racial animosity. We have no 
shortage of problems, but neither did Noah. Former atheist A.N. Wilson writes on Christmas about the decline of 
Christianity in the very lands which gave it birth . In 1968 sociologist Peter Berger wrote in the New York Times by 
the 21st century, religious believers are likely to be found only in small sects, huddled together to resist worldwide 

secular culture. . . . like that of a Tibetan astrologer on a prolonged visit to an American University.  The shrinking 
churches in America are from mainline denominations. If we look globally, in 1900 there were 5,278 American 
missionaries abroad. Today there are hundreds of thousands, plus about 1.6 million Americans who go on short-
term mission trips annually at their own expense. Christianity in Africa, China, and Latin America is growing rapidly 
while we are holding steady in the US. 

get to be part of it.  
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NOTES FOR LITTLE SAINTS 
 

5:1-3, 24, 28-29 
 
This is the book of the generations of Adam. When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God. 2 Male and 
female he created them, and he blessed them and named them Man when they were created. 3 When Adam had lived 130 
years, he fathered a son in his own likeness, after his image, and named him Seth. 
24 Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him. 
28 When Lamech had lived 182 years, he fathered a son 29 and called his name Noah, saying, Out of the ground that the 
Lord has cursed, this one shall bring us relief from our work and from the painful toil of our hands.   

 
1. Chapter 5 of Genesis is called a genealogy, which means a list of generations that follow one another like 

your great grandparents, grandparents, parents, you, your children, grandchildren and on and on. Who 
Do you know the names of your grandparents and great grandparents? Write 

the ones you know and ask your parents late   
 
 
 

2. Psalm 103: righteousness is to children's children . He promises to bless those who love and 
keep his commandments even to a thousand generations. This means that when we love God, he blesses 
those who come after us. How has the love your parents have for God blessed you? 
 

 
 

3. Enoch was a special man. What happened to him (verse 24)?  
 
 

4. Generations are like branches on a tree. Draw a tree and write the names of the people in the passage 
above on that tree, including you and your family.  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Memory Verse to Recite Next Week: 
Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him. ----Genesis 5:24 


