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The Irony of Christmas 
John 1:1-5 

 
Irony occurs when something is said or done which is the opposite of what is expected. Simply unexpected things 
are not ironic, like a man walking and slipping on a banana peel. But when a guy who prides himself on being nimble 
puts on traction shoes and then walks out the door and biffs  (Prov. 16:18). We are used to complaining 
ironies---- like rain on your wedding day.  But this is not a hipster season (or message) full of cynical ironies. This is 
Christmas, the irony of the eternal God who was born in time, the Omnipotent who became a helpless baby, the 
Love who swallowed up the hatred of his enemies by his own death. Anthony Esolen calls these the irony of time, 
the irony of power, and the irony of love. They became incarnate at Christmas. 

 
The Irony of Time 
John echoes Moses, In the beginning  (Gen. 1:1). But instead of God creating, we have the Word.
beginning of the Gospel, taken back to the beginning of the world, and learning before that the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God  (v1). In case  just a divine sidekick, John tells us: Jesus is God. He is 
distinct from the Father, with the Father, and the one through whom all things were made. Really, all things (v3). 
John makes both Jews and Greeks uncomfortable. God is not a lonely monad; he made the material world, 
including himself as a man (v14). The eternal God had a birthday and invites us all to the party. This party began at 
the right time, in Bethlehem, in the plan of God, and nothing will be the same (Gal. 4:4; Micah 5:2). The gospels are 
full of historical details because this thing really happened. The world waited for the eternally begotten to be born, 
and now we mark the years since his coming.  

 
The Irony of Power 

begin the perfect society from scratch. He dwelt among us and in him 
was life, the light of men (v4). 

diapers? A pregnant teenager? Coming into history is one thing, coming from Nazareth is another. We use power to 

power. Martin Luther called the atonement of Jesus left-handed power. Jesus did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name  (Phil. 2:6-9). Jesus 

ed how to crush people at 30 years old. He stayed thousands of angels from delivering 
him at the cross (Mt. 26:53). Exercising power this way does not enable sin; it defeats it. The omnipotent Word 
shined his light, and the darkness did not overcome it (v5; 1 Cor. 2:8).  Chains shall he break for the slave is our 
brother.  Those who obey God and lay down their own prerogatives are ironically empowered by him. 

 
The Irony of Love 
Love is not random acts of kindness that make us feel better. The deepest love is God giving us what we needed 

Love is making wine at the end of the wedding. Loving is eating with thieving tax collectors 
and prostitutes. Love is flogging the money-changers out of the Court of the Gentiles. Love is making fun of the 
religious self-righteous. Love is letting little children come to Jesus. How is letting someone murder you an act of 
love? When it looked like the disciples were lost, the Messiah a complete failure, the hopes of all the years dashed, 
love won. When it looked like love had been dead in the grave for three days, it came bursting out. Greater love has 
no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends  (Jn. 15:13). But God shows his love for us in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us  (Rom. 5:8). The love of God satisfied the just wrath of God. His love 
was stronger than death, and so we are saved. Sin is defeated and death is swallowed up by life. This is how God 
saved us, and this is how we follow him. The one who loses his life loving God, finds it.  
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NOTES FOR LITTLE SAINTS 
 

John 1:1-5 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 
All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 
1. Do you like surprises? I hope so! God is the Ultimate Surpriser. His mercies are new every morning, and 

Christmas.  
  

 
 

2. A fancy word for surprise is irony (eye-er-nee). When we expect one thing a
Who was with God in the beginning (verse 1)? Why is it surprising for that person to become a baby?  
 

 
 

3. The light ___________ in the darkness, and the darkness has not ______________ it  (verse 5). 
How did Jesus, the life and light of the world, overcome our sin? 
 
 
 
 

4. What are some of your favorite ways to celebrate Christmas? Draw them!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Memory Verse to Recite Next Week: 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  ----John 1:5 


