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Advent: Hope That Doesn't Disappoint 
Romans 5:1-5 

 
Thanksgiving decorations come down, Christmas goes up, and many roll their eyes seeing at the opportunity 
for commercialism to inhale another buck. Mammon not withstanding, the season of Advent, teaches us that 
anticipation is a key part of the story. The hopes and fears of all the years are met in Bethlehem. Since history 
is a story, theology is a literary criticism, and buildup is part of any good story. 
 
A Position of Hope  
We have peace because our faith justifies (v1). Justifying faith believes in God and what he says, like 
Abraham did (4:3; Gen. 15:5-6). When you have that mustard-seed faith, you have a lever to move 
mountains. This peace is objective, that is, it exists as ours whether we happen to be enjoying it at the 
moment or not. To trust in Christ is to have every sin past, present and future atoned for, and there is nothing 
you can do to jeopardize it. Though sin troubles us, it is not our natural state in Christ. Peace is. This is not 
the peacenik peace of a spiritual neo-hippie. This peace exults (v2). A good translation would be boasts. What 
does it mean to boast? Think of the 12th Man. Boasting is speaking with excessive pride. Specifically, we boast 
in the hope of the glory of God. If there was ever anything right to boast about, this is it, the exaltation of who 
God is! We exult in in his glory. In the OT, that glory of God dwells on Sinai like a consuming fire (Ex. 24:17). 

 roaring bonfire on a freezing Like the sun, 
i
behold the glory of God, full of grace and truth (Jn. 1:14). ssible to boast in him without wanting him 
for others. You have hope for yourself and for them, and y  
 
The Point of Pain  
Up to this point the passage is about Jesus, what his suffering has accomplished for us and how it affects us 
when received by faith. Now he turns to suffering. Jesus suffered the penalty of our sins on the cross, but not 

 one as faithful as he 
was on the earth (1:8). We d
miserable existence. We even rejoice in our sufferings because we know suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope (vv3-4). This is the golden chain of suffering. 

supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his rev -
8). Jesus is a true man, and as one he set aside his divine prerogatives. He learned obedience by suffering. He 
cried to the Father in hope, and was raised from the dead in everlasting triumph. Jesus was tempted and 
suffered more than anyone, and by it he built endurance, character and hope. This is how we know what 
suffering will do for us. All suffering presents this opportunity, and this is your only chance to suffer the 
effects of sin for the glory of God.  
 
The Promise of Advent  
All hope is not equal; a pipe dream is not the same as a plan. Paul has moved from faith (vv1-2), to hope (vv2, 
4), and now to love (v5). Good hope results in love! Our hope does not put us to shame because the love of 

The Spirit has soaked the 
church and is ours without measure (Jn. 3:34; Rom. 8:9). 
shame. The Spirit reminds us at Advent that Jesus took on flesh and suffered so we know how to suffer in the 
hope of the glory of God. We look forward to his second Advent which is why this is still a season of joyful 

unconfessed sin toward your parents or children, confess it (Mal. 4:5-6). 3) Anticipate Christmas and the 
new year. Plan to give and party. How will you celebrate and sacrifice next year?  4) Resolve in advance to be 
thankful for yuletide abundance--too much decorating, shopping, cooking, parties, activities, friends, family, 
neighbors. Christmas is chaotic glory. 
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NOTES FOR LITTLE SAINTS 
 

Romans 5:1-5 
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have 
also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but 
we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
who has been given to us. 
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3. of Jesus accomplish? Our suffering is 

also fruitful. Paul says we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing suffering produces ____________. 
____________ produces _____________, and 

____________ produces ____________. 
 

 
 

4. At Advent we look forward to Christmas, when God became a man. We also look forward 
second coming, his final Advent. 
your favorites!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memory Verse to Recite Next Week: 
And hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts 

 through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  -Romans 5:5 


